
The Session and members of First Church extend a sincere welcome to all persons regardless of 
race, nationality, gender, or sexual orientation. This includes an open invitation to membership, 

the sacraments of baptism and the Lord’s Supper, marriage, funerals, memorial services, and 
service as an officer of the church.

GatherinG

The peace candle represents our prayers for peace in a broken world. The congregation is asked to 
offer prayers of intercession for one another and for those who lead 

in these times of remote worship.

Prelude         “Carillon”     Leo Sowerby

Welcome

IntroIt                              “Cantate domino”        Giuseppe Ottavio Pitoni 
Cantate Domino canticum novum; laus ejus in ecclesia sanctorum. Laetetur Israël in 
eo qui fecit eum, et filii Sion exsultent in rege suo. 
Praise the Lord! Sing to the Lord a new song, his praise in the assembly of the faithful. Let 
Israel be glad in its Maker; let the children of Zion rejoice in their King.      

 –Psalm 149:1-2, sung in Latin 

Samantha Noonan, Hannah Nacheman, Arri Lawton Simon, and Andrew Martens

call to WorshIP              
We are pulled in many directions.
Many duties and tasks seek to lay claim on our lives.
This day, in this place, let service to God be your choice.
This day, in this place, we open our hearts and spirits to God.
Blessed be the God of creation who has called us here.
Praise be to God who sustains and nurtures our lives. Amen.

hymn 612                  “We Praise You, O God”             KREMSER
 
Prayer of confessIon

Gracious God,
our sins are too heavy to carry,
too real to hide, and too deep to undo.
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Forgive what our lips tremble to name,
what our hearts can no longer bear,
and what has become for us a consuming fire of judgment.
Set us free from a past that we cannot change;
open to us a future in which we can be changed;
and grant us grace to grow more and more in your likeness and image,
through Jesus Christ, the light of the world. Amen.

assurance of Pardon

doxology                 old hundredth
Traditional
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
praise him, all creatures here below;
praise him above, ye heavenly host;
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
Amen. 
 

sharIng sIgns of Peace
The peace of Christ be with you.
And also with you.

chIldren’s Prayer and lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, 
hallowed be Thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

      For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 

hearinG the Word

scrIPture readIng                                      Joshua 24:1-3, 14-25
Then Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel to Shechem, and summoned the 
elders, the heads, the judges, and the officers of Israel; and they presented 
themselves before God. And Joshua said to all the people, “Thus says the Lord, 
the God of Israel: Long ago your ancestors—Terah and his sons Abraham and 
Nahor—lived beyond the Euphrates and served other gods. Then I took your 
father Abraham from beyond the River and led him through all the land of 
Canaan and made his offspring many. I gave him Isaac;

“Now therefore revere the Lord, and serve him in sincerity and in faithfulness; 
put away the gods that your ancestors served beyond the River and in Egypt, 
and serve the Lord. Now if you are unwilling to serve the Lord, choose this day 
whom you will serve, whether the gods your ancestors served in the region be-
yond the River or the gods of the Amorites in whose land you are living; but as 
for me and my household, we will serve the Lord.”

Inclusive
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
praise Christ, all people here below;
praise Holy Spirit evermore;
praise Triune God, whom we adore.
Amen.



Then the people answered, “Far be it from us that we should forsake the Lord 
to serve other gods; for it is the Lord our God who brought us and our ances-
tors up from the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery, and who did those 
great signs in our sight. He protected us along all the way that we went, and 
among all the peoples through whom we passed; and the Lord drove out be-
fore us all the peoples, the Amorites who lived in the land. Therefore we also 
will serve the Lord, for he is our God.”

But Joshua said to the people, “You cannot serve the Lord, for he is a holy 
God. He is a jealous God; he will not forgive your transgressions or your sins. 
If you forsake the Lord and serve foreign gods, then he will turn and do you 
harm, and consume you, after having done you good.” And the people said 
to Joshua, “No, we will serve the Lord!” Then Joshua said to the people, “You 
are witnesses against yourselves that you have chosen the Lord, to serve him.” 
And they said, “We are witnesses.” He said, “Then put away the foreign gods 
that are among you, and incline your hearts to the Lord, the God of Israel.” 
The people said to Joshua, “The Lord our God we will serve, and him we will 
obey.” So Joshua made a covenant with the people that day, and made statutes 
and ordinances for them at Shechem.

sermon                          “Have you ever been to Shechem?”         Rev. Greg Stovell

respondinG to the Word

hymn 377                   “I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light”                 houston

affIrmatIon of faIth                            from The Belhar Confession – PC(USA)
We believe that God has revealed God’s self as the one who wishes to bring 
about justice and true peace among people; that God, in a world full of 
injustice and enmity, is in a special way the God of the destitute, the poor 
and the wronged that God calls the church to follow God in this; 
for God brings justice to the oppressed and gives bread to the hungry; 
that God frees the prisoner and restores sight to the blind; 
that God supports the downtrodden, protects the stranger, helps orphans 
and widows and blocks the path of the ungodly; 
that for God pure and undefiled religion is to visit the orphans and the 
widows in their suffering; that God wishes to teach the church to do what is 
good and to seek the right; 

that the church must therefore stand by people in any form of suffering 
and need, which implies, among other things, that the church must witness 
against and strive against any form of injustice, so that justice may roll 
down like waters, and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream.

Prayers of the PeoPle



offertory      “My Shepherd Will Supply My Need”             Virgil Thompson
My shepherd will supply my need; Jehovah is his name. In pastures fresh he makes 
me feed, beside the living stream. He brings my wandering spirit back when I forsake 
his ways, and leads me, for his mercy’s sake, in paths of truth and grace. When I walk 
through the shades of death your presence is my stay; one word of your supporting 
breath drives all my fears away. Your hand, in sight of all my foes, does still my table 
spread; my cup with blessings overflows; your oil anoints my head. The sure provisions 
of my God attend me all my days; O may your house be my abode, and all my work be 
praise. There would I find a settled rest, while others go and come; no more a stranger, 
or a guest, but like a child at home.       –Psalm 23; Isaac Watts, para. 

Prayer of dedIcatIon 

sendinG

hymn 307                  “God of Grace and God of Glory”           CWM RHONDDA
  
BenedIctIon

Postlude              “Carillon,” from Three Pieces for Organ            Halsey Stevens

The congregation is invited to continue worshiping through the postlude, 
which is offered as a thanksgiving to God. 

MUSIC NOTES  The term “carillon” has been used by composers for the organ to describe 
pieces that call to mind the sound of pealing bells. Our worship today is bookended by 
two carillon works from American composers. Leo Sowerby’s (1895-1968) is the literal of 
the two, using back-and-forth “swinging” figures in the hands, as well as the organ’s chime 
stop. This stop is comprised of a set of tubular orchestral chimes suspended behind the 
north balcony organ façade. When the key is depressed, a rubber mallet strikes the top 
of the chime tube. Halsey Stevens’ (1908-1989) offering conveys the carillon idea in 
abstract, using a leaping melodic motive throughout the work. • Giuseppe Ottavio Pitoni 
(1657-1743) had a long and prolific life, composing over 1300 works for the church. His 
attractive setting of verses from Psalm 149 was likely composed for two antiphonal choirs. 
• Winner of the 1949 Pulitzer Prize, Virgil Thompson’s (1896-1989) music is rooted in 
Americana, especially the American hymn tradition. “My Shepherd Will Supply My Need” 
is an arrangement of the hymn tune RESIGNATION, which was paired with Isaac Watts’ 
1719 paraphrase of Psalm 23 for the 1854 edition of Southern Harmony. –Michael Shake 

PERMISSIONS  Carillon. Public domain. Cantate domino. Public domain. We Praise You, O God. Doxology. 
Inclusive text © 1990 Neil Weatherhogg. I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light. Text and Music © 1970, 1975 
Celebration. Used under ONE LICENSE #73497-A. My Shepherd Will Supply My Need. © 1938 by Virgil 
Thompson; assigned 1947 to H.W. Gray Co,. Inc. Used under ONE LICENSE #73497-A. God of Grace and 
God of Glory. Public domain. “Carillon,” from Three Pieces for Organ. © 1971 by Halsey Stevens. Scripture 
quotations are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 by the Division of Christian 
Education of the National Council of Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 



staff ContaCts

The Rev. Dr. Greg Stovell, Pastor/Head of Staff - gstovell@fpcnyc.org
The Rev. Dr. Barbara E. Davis, Executive Minister - bdavis@fpcnyc.org
The Rev. Dr. Mark D. Hostetter, Associate Pastor - fpcnyc@fpcnyc.org

Michael Shake, Director of Music - mshake@fpcnyc.org

The Rev. Dr. Jon Walton, Pastor Emeritus
The Rev. Dr. J. Barrie Shepherd, Pastor Emeritus

Hannah Faye Allred, Staff Associate of Congregational Care - hallred@fpcnyc.org
Sophia Canfield, Online Streaming Coordinator - fpcnyc@fpcnyc.org

Kathleen Cook, Nursery School Director - kcook@fpcnyc.org
Tony Feliciano, Sexton - frontdesk@fpcnyc.org

Jon Harris, Family Music Ministries Coordinator - jharris@fpcnyc.org
Lisa Polite, Administrative Assistant - lpolite@fpcnyc.org

Paul Schnabel, Director of Finance and Facilities - pschnabel@fpcnyc.org
Nicole Stansifer, Director of Outreach - nstansifer@fpcnyc.org

Babs Smith, Assistant Director of Finance and Facilities - bsmith@fpcnyc.org
Audrey Webber, Staff Associate of Children, Youth, and Families - awebber@fpcnyc.org  


