
 

For in hope we were saved.  Now hope that is seen is not hope.  For 
who hopes for what is seen?  But if we hope for what we do not see, 
we wait for it with patience.  —Romans 8:24 
 

 At the beginning of the film “Horton Hears a 
Who!” the main character, Horton, who is an elephant, 
observes a speck of dust floating by him and hears a 
voice coming from it.  Struggling with his own doubts 
about what he heard or not, he dashes off to save the 
speck of dust before it is destroyed by the jungle envi-
ronment.  Horton places the speck on a pink clover, 
examines it closer, and wonders if there really is some-
body on the dust speck.  While caught up in his 
thoughts, Horton is confronted by a skeptical Kanga-
roo who makes fun of him. 
 The Kangaroo says laughingly, “Absurd.  There 
aren’t people that small.”   
 Horton replies, “Well, maybe they aren’t 
small...maybe...we’re BIG!  ...What if there were some-
one way out there...looking down on our world right 
now?  And to them, we're the specks and then maybe 
someone else will come along and say, oh, there can't 
be people that small.”   
 Kangaroo will not concede to Horton’s view.  
“If you can’t see, hear or feel something, it doesn’t ex-
ist.” 
 This film clip was how the Family Ministries 
Committee launched a new program last September 
called “Bibles and Bagels” for youth in grades 5 
through 12.  Church School for these youth begins in 
the Roof Lounge with bagels, cream cheese, muffins, 
and orange juice while youth watch a short film clip.  A 
ten-minute discussion follows, which is led by volun-
teers or myself each Sunday that youth Church School 
meets.  This program was an overwhelming success 
with the youth and the leaders and it was an easy 

choice to continue it in the coming year. 
 Paul and Horton seem to be on the same page 
about believing in what we do not see, but our efforts 
with the youth program are grounded very heavily in 
what is seen. Take, for example, the integration of Bi-
bles and Bagels into our curriculum and a new part of 
the youth program for 2010-2011 called “Worship at 
the Movies.”  This program for youth in grades 8 
through 12 will be a once-a-month worship service 
that will contain the traditional elements of worship—
a call to worship, confessional prayer, scripture read-
ing, prayers, and benediction—and also a sermon in 
the form of a 10-15 minute video clip followed by a 
discussion of the film’s connection to the scripture. 
 We may be putting our hope in what is seen 
on the big screen, but the youth program’s growth 
this year has been inspirational.  Leadership from 
members Anne Gray and Anne Gaines with another 
new aspect of the youth program called “Youth Ser-
vice Fellowship” for 5th-12th graders has had numer-
ous highlights this year.  You have most recently seen 
their work in the Help for Haiti t-shirts that they de-
signed, silk-screened and sold to raise money for 
earthquake relief.  They also had an amazing event 
where they cooked dinner for the men staying at the 
homeless shelter; the fun they had making dinner to-
gether, eating with the families and serving the men at 
the shelter.  We have waited with patience, and are 
seeing that for which we have hoped. So as we move 
into next year’s youth program, perhaps Paul’s words 
from Philippians can be our inspiration: 
 

 Keep on doing the things that you have learned and re-
ceived and heard and seen, and the God of peace will be with you.  
—Philippians 4:9 
 
 

The Rev. Barbara E. Davis  
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Join us as we complete our 
JOURNEY WITH PAUL 
Sundays at 9:30 a.m. 

 

June 6—The Perfected Kingdom 
The Rev. Dr. Mark D. Hostetter 

 

June 13 and 20—Paul and Community 
Melanie Johnson-Debaufre 

 

Melanie Johnson-Debaufre is an 
Associate Professor of New Testa-

ment and Early Christianity at Drew 
Theological School in Madison, New 

Jersey. Dr. Johnson-DeBaufre ex-
plores how the study of early Christi-
anity and its context in the Roman 
Empire provides insight into con-

temporary debates about the Bible, 
religion, sexuality, and globalization. 

READING JESUS 
with Mary Gordon 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday, June 6 at 12:30 p.m. 
Dr. Mary Gordon, Millicent C. McIntosh Professor 
of English and Writing at Barnard College (NYC) 

and  author of  Reading Jesus  
 
Mary Gordon, Millicent C. McIntosh Professor in Eng-
lish and Writing, joined the faculty of Barnard in 
1988.  Professor Gordon is the author of four best-
selling novels.  She has also published a book of novel-
las, a collection of stories, and a book of essays.  In 
2007, Professor Gordon published the critically ac-
claimed memoir Circling My Mother.  Professor Gordon 
has received a Lila Acheson Wallace Reader's Digest 
Writer’s Award. and a Guggenheim Fellowship. She 
was elected to the American Academy of Arts and Let-
ters in 2007.  

STORIES FROM THE ORDINATION PROCESS: 
A Special Program for Pride Weekend  

Sunday, June 27 at 9:30 a.m. 
 
Join us on June 27 to hear the stories of gay, 
lesbian, bisexual and transgender candidates 
for ordination to ministry of Word and Sacra-
ment in the Presbyterian Church. Despite ho-
mophobic and heterosexist policies in our de-
nomination, God continues to call the diversity 
of humankind to ordained ministry. First Pres-
byterian Church, through Presbyterian Wel-
come, supports GLBT people who are pursuing 
ordained ministry and we are excited to wel-
come them and learn from them. 

FISH OUT OF WATER 
Tuesday, June 22 at 6:30 p.m. 

followed by a discussion 
with Kellie Anderson-Picallo, 

Auburn Media 
 

Fish Out of Water is a 
genre-bending feature 
documentary that uses 
animation and academic 
interviews to dissect the 
seven Bible verses used 
to condemn homosexu-
ality and justify marriage 
discrimination.  Director 
Ky Dickens shows, 
through animated illus-
trations of the oft-quoted 
Bible passages and reve-
latory commentary on 
them by celebrated 
scholars, that the Bible is 

misinterpreted and misquoted regarding same-sex re-
lationships.  Fish Out of Water explodes the conven-
tional arguments of hate.  By using original animation 
as its tool for exploring the Bible, Fish Out of Water ap-
proaches this controversial topic in a fresh new way. 
 

Kellie Anderson-Picallo is the Associate for Media and 
Education at Auburn Media, a center of Auburn Theo-
logical Seminary.  Auburn Media serves to help faith 
leaders and faith educators resource media to bring 
stories of justice, peacemaking and healing into their 
religious communities.  She has an M.Div from Union 
Theological Seminary and was a former producer for 
PBS and Discovery Channel. 
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JUNE-DECEMBER: 
IT'S BEGINNING TO LOOK A LOT LIKE ... CHRISTMAS? 

 

 We Presbyterians take the long view, so we know that now is 
the time to send donations for this year’s Tartan Christmas 
(December 3, 4, and 5).  For the Fair’s Silent Auction, we especially 
need your silver, china, art work and antiques.  Or, can you donate 
tickets to plays or sporting events, computer lessons, dog-walking, 
dinner for six at your home, or special personal services?  If so, con-
tact Rebecca Brown (rader0703@gmail.com).  For the White Ele-
phant and Book sales, we need your gently used housewares and books.  Bring them to church any weekday 
(from 8: 00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m.) or Sundays. 
 

 This summer, after several of the Wednesday evening barbecues and on some Saturday mornings, we’ll 
be sorting and pricing the Books and White Elephant donations.  If you can help with Books, please contact 
Diana Pardue at diana_pardue@nps.gov; to help with White Elephant donations, contact Jane Ritter at 
jmr719@aol.com. 
 

 And Santa’s crafty elves take note:  We will have a summer craft-making night after the cookout on 
Wednesday, July 21.  Mark your calendar!  Let Ellie Garlow at ellie2@nyc.rr.com know if you can make it. 
 

 Want to be part of our planning?  Our next Tartan Fair Committee meeting (pizza provided) will be on 
Wednesday, June 9—right after the first Summer BBQ! 

 

ART AT FIRST: Amelia’s Birds 
 

Last month in the Great Hall, Art at First sponsored Amelia’s Birds, a solo ex-
hibition of limited-edition photographs by nine-year-old Amelia Scheffs-
Bevington.  Reserved and watchful, Amelia is a girl of few words.  Her photo-
graphs, however, speak volumes.  Her passion for photography is fueled 
mainly by her love of animals of all kinds.  “With a picture,” she says, “you can 
hold them forever.”  Amelia is a native New Yorker and thoroughly enjoys all 
of the local parks, zoos, and aquariums.  She is a lifetime member of First 

Church and was baptized here in 2001.  If you missed Amelia’s exhibit, would like to learn more about Amelia, or 
are interested in purchasing her artwork, please visit www.theameliaappeal.org. 

 

Pamela Appea 
Kelly Arcella 
Colin Carter 

Dennis Carter 
Steve Davis 

Heidi Diedrich 
Peter Francis 

Melanie Gowrie 
Ellen Hagopian 
Marge Henning 
Marian Hewitt 

Vikki King 
Susan Korchak 

THANK YOU TO ALL OUR CHURCH SCHOOL TEACHERS 

 

Chloe Marmet 
Richard Marmet 

Cynthia McCaffrey 
Lara Mullarkey 

Cathy Park 
Julia Glazer Roemischer 

Joan Ryan 
Doug Schwalbe 

Ryan Tirre 
Heide Valero 

George Varughese 
Steve White 

Sally Wofford-Girand 

2009-2010 

AND ALL OUR SUBSTITUTES, TOO! 



First Presbyterian Church 
Sun Mon Tue 

1 

  9 to 5 Caring Community< 
 
  5:30 CWSW 
  6:15 A.A. Groups 

6 Tenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

  9:30 Adult Education 
10:45 Child Care 
11:00 Worship < Communion 
 Dr. Walton preaching 
12:15 Coffee Hour < 
12:30 Adult Education 
12:30 Family Ministries 
12:30 Mission Service Meeting 

7 

 
  9 to 5 Caring Community < 
12:00 Sanctuary Open 
 
  5:45 Qi Gong 

8 
  9 to 5    Caring Community 

  6:15 A.A. Groups   
  6:30 Personnel 
 

13 Eleventh Sunday of Easter 
  9:30 Adult Education 
10:45 Child Care 
11:00 Worship< Dr. Walton preaching 
11:15 Youth Worship 
12:15 Coffee Hour< Summer Celebration Garden Event 
12:30 Pre-Baptism Meeting 
12:30 Youth Leadership Team 

14 

  9 to 5 Caring Community< 

 

12:00 Sanctuary Open 

  5:45 Qi Gong 

 
 

15  
 
  9 to 5 Caring Community< 
 
  6:15 A.A. Groups 
  7:00 House Committee 

20   Twelfth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 Fathers’ Day 
  9:30 Adult Education 
10:45 Child Care 
11:00 Worship< Baptism 
 Dr. Walton preaching 
11:15 Youth Worship 
12:15 Coffee Hour< 

21 N.S. Summer Program 

 (6/21—7/2) 
  9 to 5 Caring Community< 

 

12:00 Sanctuary Open 

  5:45 Qi Gong 

22  
   9 to 5 Caring Community< 
 
  6:15 A.A. Groups 
  6:30 Adult Ed Forum 

27 Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 Gay Heritage of Pride Sunday 
 
  9:30 Adult Education 
10:45 Child Care 
11:00 Worship< Dr. Walton preaching 
12:15 Coffee Hour< 
 1:00        Evelyn Davidson Water Table Project< 
  1:30 Literary Group 

28   PS 226 Last Day 

 

  9 to 5 Caring Community< 

12:00 Sanctuary Open 

  5:45 Qi Gong 

29  
 

  9 to 5 Caring Community< 
 
  6:15 A.A. Groups 

 

The First Presbyterian Church in the City of New York 
12 West 12th Street (at Fifth Avenue), New York, NY  10011 

Tel:  (212) 675-6150    Fax:  (212) 675-8674 
All data subject to change without notice. Check with Church Receptionist for 

confirmation and details. 

Indicates Volunteer Opportunities < 



JUNE 2010 
Wed Thu Fri Sat 

2 
  9 to 5 Caring Community< 
10:30 Staff Meeting 
12:00 Sanctuary Open  
 
  6:00 Wednesday Worship 
  6:30 Fellowship Supper 
 Committees Meet 

3 
  9 to 5 Caring Community< 
 
12:15 Al-Anon 
 
  4:30 N.S. Roof Party 
  7:00 60+ Circle Committee 
  8:00 NA Solutions 

4 
 
  9 to 5 Caring Community< 
 
12:00 Sanctuary Open 
 
  6:15 NA/D.A. Groups 

5 
10:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 

Mission Service Committee 
Local Work Service Project 

9 
  9 to 5 Caring Community< 
10:30 Staff Meeting 
 
12:00 Sanctuary Open 
  
  7:00 New Sanctuary Movement 

10 
  9 to 5 Caring Community< 
12:15 Al-Anon 
  6:00 First Forward 
 Haiti Fundraiser 
  6:00 Wedding Rehearsal 
 Seyedsayamdost/Butters 
 Dr. Walton, officiant 
  8:00 NA Solutions 

11  9 to 5  Caring Community 
12:00 Sanctuary Open 
12:00 Wedding 
 Seyedsayamdost/Butters 
 Dr. Walton, officiant 
  3:00 Wedding Rehearsal 
 Kennedy/L’Heureux 
 The Rev. P.C. Innis, officiant 
  5:00 Wedding Rehearsal 
 Tominac/Stewart 
 Dr. Walton, officiant 
  6:15 NA/D.A. Groups 

12 

2:30 Wedding 
 Kennedy/L’Heureux 
 The Rev. P.C. Innis, 
 officiant 
 
5:00 Wedding 
 Tominac/Stewart 
 Dr. Walton, officiant 

16  

  9 to 5 Caring Community< 
10:30 Staff Meeting 
 
12:00 Sanctuary Open  
 
  6:00 Presbytery Welcome 
  6:30 Deacons/Trustees 

17 
  9 to 5 Caring Community< 
12:15 Al Anon 
 
  6:30 Homeless Shelter 
 Volunteer Party 
 
  8:00 NA Solutions 

18 N.S. Last Day 
 
  9 to 5 Caring Community< 
12:00 Sanctuary Open 
 
  6:15 NA/DA Groups 

19 

 10:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 
Mission Service Committee 
Local Work Service Project 

 

 

23  

  9 to 5 Caring Community< 
10:30 Staff Meeting 
 
12:00 Sanctuary Open 
  
  6:00 Fellowship Cookout 
  6:30 Session 

24 
  9 to 5 Caring Community< 
 
12:15 Al Anon 
 
  8:00 NA Solutions 

25 
 
  9 to 5 Caring Community< 
 
12:00 Sanctuary Open 
 
  6:15 NA/DA Groups 

26 
10:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 

Mission Service Committee 
Local Work Service Project 

30  

  9 to 5 Caring Community< 
 (Last Day) 
10:30 Staff Meeting 
 
12:00 Sanctuary Open 
  
  6:00 Fellowship Cookout 
  6:30 Session 

 

First Notes and Calendar Due 

First Notes Mailing Team < 

DEACONS FOR THE MONTH: 
 

Will Elkins   Stephen Jordan 
(718) 596-5241    (212) 367-9310 

 

DEADLINE FOR JULY/AUGUST 2010 FIRST NOTES: 
FRIDAY, JUNE 11, 2010 



PAGE 6 F I R S T  N O T E S  J UN E  2 0 1 0  

Volunteer Opportunities 
 
Welcome to the VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES CALENDAR, 
published monthly to let you know of events where you can help. 
 

Â COFFEE HOUR HOSTING  – Hosts, coffee pourers, and 
greeters are needed for Coffee Hour after church. To 
volunteer, contact HEATHER MEE at (212)366-0341 or 
hmee@earthlink.net. 

 

Â  USHERS FOR WORSHIP SERVICES – Volunteers are 
needed to usher for Sunday morning services and special 
services. To volunteer, call JOAN RYAN at (212) 765-2141, 
or SUZANNE FREEMAN at (646) 827-4559. 

 

Â  FIRST NOTES  – Volunteers are needed to help assemble 
and label FIRST NOTES mailings. For the next mailing, 
volunteers will meet at the Church at 10:00 a.m. and work 

until about 1:00 p.m. on Thursday, June 24.   Call 
PAULETTE GRIEFEN at (212) 942-0620 to help.  

 

Â  LAY READERS  – Those interested in participating as lay readers are 
asked to call DENISE JACKSON at (212) 675-4366. 

 
 

Â CROSS BEARER  – To explore the possibility of carrying the 
processional cross at worship, please contact MEG HARPER 
at (718) 624-1516 or harpermeg@hotmail.com, or NADINE 
STEWART at (212) 206-7725 or nadineanddavid@rcn.com.                  

 

Â IN THE KITCHEN  – If you can help with Fellowship Suppers 
after Wednesday Worship, please call JAMES HOLLANDER 
at (646) 335-2969 or e-mail hollander_james@yahoo.com. 
For all other events call JACKIE FIKE at (914) 793-4017 or e-
mail jackiecf@verizon.net. 

 

 Wednesday, June 2—Fellowship Supper 
 3:00 - 8:00 p.m. Prep, Serve, Cleanup 

Mission Service Committee Activities 
 

TRIP TO GHOST RANCH 
September 18 through 27, 2010 

 
• A few openings remain: call Georgia Pease at 

(212) 477-1693 by Sunday, June 6, if inter-
ested. 

 
• Group will live at The Abiquiu Inn (double 

occupancy) because Ghost Ranch is full. 
 
• Most of the work will consist of maintenance 

projects at Ghost Ranch to help offset recent 
staff reductions. 

 
• One or two days’ work may consist of helping 

Pueblo San Ildefonso prepare for their annual 
Gathering for Mother Earth. 

 
• Group will attend the Gathering for Mother 

Earth on Saturday, September 25. 
 
• Sunday, September 26 will be spent in Santa 

Fe (“free time”). 
 
• Per-person cost is $1,625 – including air fare, 

ground transportation, donation for work sup-
plies, and all room & board except one lunch 
and two dinners. 

Overnight Trip to Stony Point in July 
Sponsored by The 60+ Circle Committee 

 

Focus: PEACE & JUSTICE 
Discussion Leader:  VIRGINIA BARON 

 
The 60+ Circle Committee is pleased to sponsor an 

overnight trip to PC (USA)’s Stony Point Conference 
Center for 12 people who would like to participate in a 

program focused on peace and justice, issues which 
are central to the work of the Center.  Stony Point is 

the headquarters of the 60-year-old Presbyterian Peace 
Fellowship and hosts the Community of Living Tradi-

tions, a multi-faith residential community dedicated to 
peace and nonviolence. 

 
FPC member Virginia Baron will be the discussion 
leader, drawing on her extensive involvement in ef-
forts to make the world a more peaceful, just place. 

 
Dates:  Thursday, July 22; and Friday, 23 

Cost: $145 per person 
 

Included in cost: Van to and from Stony Point 
Overnight accommodation at Stony Point (double occupancy) 

4 meals at Stony Point 
Ticket for Thursday evening Penguin Rep Theater performance 

 
To sign up for this trip, 

please call Michael Clay at (201) 792-9062. 
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LOCAL WORK PROJECTS FOR JUNE sponsored by the Mission Service Committee 
 

FPC FENCE PAINTING ON 12TH STREET 
Saturdays, June 5, 19, and 26 

 
Six people needed on each Saturday. 

Work will begin at 10:00 a.m. and continue until 3:00 p.m. 
Volunteers welcome for all or any part of this period. 

 
To sign up, call Dick Pease at (212) 675-6150; 

if he’s not available, leave a message including your phone number. 

DEACONS’ BABY SHOWERS 
 

The Deacons of First Church are again sponsoring a baby shower for 
the New York Foundling Hospital on Sunday, June 20 (Fathers’ 
Day).  The Mothers’ Day baby shower on May 9 was a great success, 
and the hospital was deeply appreciative of your generosity.  Thank 
you for your support.  For gifts to support the Fathers’ Day baby 
shower, look for the baby stroller in the lobby of the Mellin-Macnab 
Building after Sunday church services on June 6, 13, and 20, and drop off your gifts on or 

next to the stroller.  Gifts must be new and may be wrapped or unwrapped.  Virtually anything for infants, small 
children, or new mothers/fathers can be donated.  This year, Foundling Hospital has a specific need for um-
brella strollers, toys with lights and sound, and assorted batteries for toys.  Other possible gifts include in-
fant/small children's clothing, blankets, and diapers.  Gift cards for new fathers also are welcome.  Your gener-
osity has made this a most successful project for the last six years, and we ask for your support again. 

 

Homeless Shelter Volunteer Appreciation Party 
Thursday, June 17, from 6:30 - 8:00 p.m. in the Parlor 

 

We did it! Six nights a week, six months a year, three volunteers a 
night. It is time to celebrate each of you who contributed to the suc-
cess of another season- providing a safe, warm place to sleep, nour-

ishment, encouragement and fellowship for our evening guests. 
 

THANK YOU! 

First Church for Haiti: First Forward cordially invites the entire 
membership, friends, neighbors and families to join us for First Church 
for Haiti.  This special event is dedicated to raise funds for Presbyterian 
Disaster Assistance (PDA) and their efforts to aid the recovery and recon-
struction in the aftermath of the earthquake in Haiti.  
 

Six months following the devastating earthquake, over one million Hai-
tians remain in temporary shelters and continue to rely on our generosity 
for reconstruction. 
 

Please join us on Thursday, June 10 for a fun evening of authentic Hai-
tian light fare and tropical drinks with a view of Fifth Avenue. 
 

Suggested donation of $35 per person can be made in advance via PayPal, or $40 per person at the event.  This 
event is underwritten by First Forward so that 100% of your donation will go directly to PDA. 
 

For more information, please visit the First Forward page at www.fpcnyc.org or email firstforward@fpcnyc.org.  
 

All are welcome.  
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The First Presbyterian Church  

in the City of New York 
12 West 12th Street, New York, NY 10011 
Tel: (212) 675-6150   Fax: (212) 675-8674 

http://www.fpcnyc.org 
 

Jon M. Walton, Pastor 
Sarah Segal McCaslin, Associate Pastor 

Barbara E. Davis, Minister of Christian Education 
Mark D. Hostetter, Associate Pastor 

William F. Entriken, Organist and Choirmaster 
Emily Scott, Director of Family Music Ministries 

A Month of Sundays 
June Worship at FPC 

 
SUNDAY, JUNE 6 
Tenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Sermon:  The Rev. Dr. Jon M. Walton preaching 
Sacrament: Communion 
 
SUNDAY, JUNE 13 
Eleventh Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Sermon:  The Rev. Dr. Jon M. Walton preaching 
 
SUNDAY, JUNE 20 
Twelfth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Fathers’ Day 
Sermon:  The Rev. Dr. Jon M. Walton preaching 
Sacrament: Baptism 
 
SUNDAY, JUNE 27 
Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Pride Sunday 
Sermon:  The Rev. Dr. Jon M. Walton preaching 

 

DEACONS FOR THE MONTH: 
 

Will Elkins 
(718) 596-5241 

 

Stephen Jordan 
(212) 367-9310 

DEADLINE FOR JULY-AUGUST 2010 FIRST NOTES: 
 

FRIDAY, JUNE 11 

2010 Directory 

 

The Church’s member directory will soon be pub-
lished.  If you have new contact information, please 
contact Ian Gibbs, Communications Assistant, at 
(212) 675-6150 ext. 3941 or by e-mail at  
comasst@fpcnyc.org.  If you have yet to have a pho-
tograph taken, please do so after the 11:00 a.m. ser-
vice on Sunday, June 13, or Sunday, June 20.  No 
appointment is required.  If you are unable to have 
your photograph taken on those dates, please send a 
clear, up-close picture of your family by e-mail to the 
above address. 


