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Changing First Notes

In Luke’s account of the commissioning of the twelve
apostles, Jesus advised his first followers to go out into
the world and... “Take nothing for your journey, no
staff, nor bag, nor bread, nor money—not even an ex-
tra tunic” (Luke 9:3). It was an auspicous start for the
Christian enterprise because it signaled two things:
communication of the gospel would be interpersonal
and underwriting the work would be a challenge. In the
midst of this economic downturn, the postal service has
forced on the church the latest in a series of difficult
decisions that will change our way of communicating
once again. In recent years we have reduced the num-
ber of Church Tower publications. Several years ago we
stopped producing our Sunday morning radio pro-

gram on WQXR, Be Thou My Vision, and we also
stopped publishing weekly advertisements of worship
services in The New York Times. This meant that we
have had to rely more on the printed and mailed ver-
sion of First Notes and our website, www.fpcnyc.org, as
the primary means of communicating church activi-
ties.

In January of this year the US Postal Service informed
us that the folded format of First Notes would cause an
increase from forty-four cents per piece to sixty-one
cents per piece. A nearly forty percent rise in mailing
exceeds our budget for 2010, so our Communications
Committee has had to make some difficult decisions
in order to live within our budget. The result will

(Continued on page 7)

...Will I continue to receive First Notes in the mail?

No; unless you specifically request a mailing from the Church, this March
2010 issue will be the last hard copy mass mailing of First Notes.

...Why is the church no longer mass mailing First Notes?

The U.S. Postal Service has raised the price of mailing a First Notes issue by nearly 40%, an increase
that would put an undue strain on the church’s budget. FPC is also taking this opportunity to
conserve paper resources.

...How can I access First Notes if ’'m no longer receiving it through the mail?
First Notes is available online at http://www.fpcnyc.org/sermons-media/firstnotes.html. Hard cop-
ies will be available for pick up each month in the Mellin-Macnab lobby and the Narthex. If
you would like to receive monthly email notices when First Notes is available on the website,
please email comasst@fpcnyc.org with “FIRST NOTES EMAIL LIST” in the subject line.

...What if I can’t get to the church, live far away, or have limited Internet access?
Those who need to continue receiving printed hard copies of First Notes in the mail can fill out the
enclosed insert and mail it to: Ian Gibbs, Communications Assistant, First Presbyterian Church
in the City of New York, 12 West 12th Street, New York, NY 10011; or email your request
(along with mailing address) to comasst@fpcnyc.org.
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ADULT EDUCATION EVENTS

MARCH 2010

A JOURNEY WITH PAUL
Sundays at 9:30 a.m.

March 7—Dr. Brigitte Kahl
Guest Speaker on Galatians
Brigitte Kahl received her Th.D. (1983) and the Dr.Sc. Theol.
(1986) from Humboldt University in Berlin. She is an or-
dained minister of the Protestant Church of Berlin-
Brandenburg. As a Professor of New Testament at Union
and an Associate Professor at the Columbia Religion Depart-
ment, a major focus of her work has been examining the rela-
tionship between New Testament and Empire. She played a
major role in organizing and participating in Union’s highly
popular 2004 conference on “New Testament and Roman
Empire,” and subsequently introduced new teaching methods
based on the discoveries which grew out of this event. Prof.
Kahl is a former board member of the Journal for the Study of
the New Testament (JSNT).

March 14 and 21—Peter, Paul
and the Christian Revolution

Conversations on the PBS Series
The Rev. Barbara E. Davis

March 28—Palm Sunday
9:00 a.m. Luke 19:28-40

LUNCH ‘N LEARN: ECLIPSING EMPIRE
PAUL, ROME, AND THE KINGDOM OF GOD
Fridays at 12:00 p.m.

March 12—Paul’s Theology
March 26—Paul’s Eschatology
The Rev. Barbara E. Davis

WHY FORGIVENESS MATTERS

An Interfaith Panel on Forgiveness
Sunday March 21, 12:45 -2:00 p.m.

Forgiveness is a key concept in Christian theology, yet
every major religious tradition also holds forgiveness
as central. Why does forgiveness matter, and what
role does it play in individual and communal transfor-
mation? Moderated by Dr. Mark Hostetter, our panel
will include Jewish and Christian voices. Larger social
acts of forgiveness will be part of the discussion, but
the focus will be on the practical day-to-day applica-
tion of this fundamental topic.

.
M ADULT CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

Sunday;llﬁ\/larch 14, at 12:30 p.m.

“Color is meant for theé perpetual comfort and delight of the human
heart.”—John Ruskin

Moses Hoskins,
am abstract artist based in New York City
Other Panelists TBA

Panelists:

Art at First* and the Adult Education Committee are proud to be
working together again this year to present a series of panels on the
vibrant relationship between Art and Spirituality. Held in the Great
Hall, during various exhibits, these panels will further explore the
elements of this rich relationship between the many creative aspects
of art and the multiple dimensions of our spiritual lives.

* Art at First offers a place for artists, both church members and non-
members, to exhibit two dimensional work of any description or media; oil or
acrylic paintings, drawings, graphics, photography, collage, and anything
that can be hung on the wall and allows for the many activities that take
place in the space to continue in the midst of the art.
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EDUCATION ALERTS! To receive up-

dates and reminders about programs

from Education at First, email educa-

tion@fpcnyc.org with “add me to the
list” in the subject line.

ADULT ED ONLINE

Check the FPC website for events, updates, and other exciting
Adult Education news:

wwuw.fpenyc.org/category/learn-things
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MUSIC FOR LENT AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

REQUIEM

W. A. MOZART

SUNDAY, MARCH 14 AT 4:00 P.M.

On Sunday, March 14, at 4:00 p.m., the Soloists, Choir and Orchestra of First Presbyterian Church will present
Mozart’s Requiem, one of the most moving and inspired works in the concert repertoire of sacred music. This
Lenten musical offering, which uses the sacred texts of the Requiem Mass, will be performed in the church’s
sanctuary in a service of worship with hymns and prayers. All are welcome to this service to experience the
beauty of this masterwork in the sacred space of First Presbyterian Church.

Mozart died at the early age of 35, and the Requiem, his last work, was left unfinished. Despite his illness, Mo-
zart felt compelled to work on this masterwork, and on the eve of his death, he requested that the score be
brought to him. He died on December 5, 1791. Mozart’s twenty-five year old student, Franz Xaver Siissmayer,
undertook the task of completing the Requiem based on Mozart’s careful notes and discussions he had had with
the Master. While other composers have attempted to complete the Requiem, the Mozart/Stussmayer work is
widely accepted as the composition that best reflects Mozart’s vision. This edition is the one that will be per-
formed on March 14. In addition to the Requiem, Dr. Entriken will also perform one of Mozart’s Church So-

natas for organ and orchestra.

Please mark your calendars now and invite friends to experience this inspiring work in First Presbyterian’s

beautiful sanctuary.

IN MEMORIAM

Joe R. Engle
January 26, 1922—January 17, 2010

Patricia W. McGuire
May 11, 1939—December 26, 2009

A memorial service for Pat McGuire will be held
at First Presbyterian Church on Saturday, March 6,
2010 at 2:00 p.m.

Peru Mission Experience
Sunday, March 7, at 12:30 p.m.

Come hear about FPC’s Mission Services Group Feb-
ruary trip to HUANCAVELICA, Peru. On February
6, a group of 16 members and friends of First Pres-
byterian Church departed New York City for Peru.
The group’s members are Virginia Baron, Amy Coo-

per, Helen Doane, Paul Doane, Carol Harrison,
Betty Jones, Rich Korchak, Lynnette Ortiz, Dick
Pease, Georgia Pease, Kurt Regush, Shirley Ruiz,
Ellen Taylor, Dale Wade, Peter Wade, and Marion
Ward.

The focus of the trip was to work on environmental
concerns, including reforestation and the installa-
tion of clean burning stoves. You will hear about

the group’s experiences, the difficulties facing
poorer Peruvians and much more.

THE ONCE AND FUTURE FAIR

Our 2009 Fair was as beautiful, Christmas-y, and well-attended as
always. We had lots of volunteer help in preparation and a fully-
staffed Fair that weekend, with all the fun and fellowship that
working together brings. Though we had fewer goodies to sell in
White Elephants and the Silent Auction, and fewer dollars com-
ing in, the Fair still raised over $15,000—all of which goes to our
Mellin-Macnab renovation.

The 2010 Fair will take place this coming December 3, 4, and 5.
We need YOU to help drum up more donations for both White
Elephants and the Silent Auction and to brainstorm other ways to
bring more people to the Best Fair in the City! To that end, our
March Tartan Fair meeting will be an open “Ideas” meeting on
Monday, March 22 at 6:30 p.m. at church. Come one, come
all—but RSVP to Joan Ryan by calling (212)765-2141 or emailing
joanlryan@aol.com so there will be enough cold pizza and warm
beer for everyone.




Furst Presbyterian Church

Sun

Mon

Tue

DEACONS FOR THE MONTH:
Ryan Tirre
(312) 218-0919

Kara Van Norden
(212) 777-2707

9to b

12:00

5:45
9:00

Caring Community 9

Sanctuary Open

Qigong
Homeless Shelter 9

9to b

6:00

6:15

9:00

Art Hanging

Caring Community 9
Shelter Organizational
Meeting

A.A. Groups

Homeless Shelter 9

7

Third Sunday in Lent

9:30 Adult Education . .
10:00  Youth Music Ministry (Grades 5-12) 9to5 Caring Community 9 9105 Caring Community®
10:45 Child Care
11:00 Worship® Communion/Children & Youth Sing 12:00 Sanctuary Open 6:15 AA. Groups
Dr. Hostetter preaching/Grades 5-12 Remain in Worship 6:30 Buildings and Grounds
11:20 Church School/Music Time for 3-4 Year Olds and K-1st Grade 5:45 Qigong 6:30 Personnel
12:00 Children’s Music Ministry (Grades 2-4) 9:00 Homeless Shelter® 7:00 House Committee
12:15 Coffee Hour® Artist Reception/OGHS Bake Sale
12:30 Pre-Baptism Meeting/ 9:00 Homeless Shelter 9
Confirmation Class/Family Ministries/Mission Services
9:00 Homeless Shelter 9
. 4:00 p.m.
14 rowm Sunday in Lent Worship Serv‘:w " Music 1 5 1 6
Daylight Savings Time Begins Reception 9to5 Caring Community 9
9:30 Adult Education 9tob Caring Community
10:00 Youth Music Ministry (Grades 5-12) 10:45 Child Care . i i
11:00 Worship 9 Baptism—Dr. Walton Preaching 12:00 Sanctuary Open
11:15 Confirmation Class . 6:15 A.A. Groups
11:20  Church School/Music Time for 3-4 Year Olds and K-1st Grade 545 Qigong
12:00  Children’s Music Ministry (Grades 2-4) 9:00  Homeless Shelter 9 9:00  Homeless Shelter 9
12:15 Coffee Hour 9
12:30 Adult Education PRESBYTERY
9:00 Homeless Shelter 9
2 1 Fifth Sunday in Lent Mac alesif%f;’; Concert 22 N.S. Spring Break (3/22-4/5) 23
9:30 Adult Education Reception . .
10:00  Youth Music Ministry (Grades 5-12) 9to5 Caring Community 9 9t05 Caring Community®
10:45 Child Care
11:00 Worship® Reception of New Members—Dr. Walion preaching—M4M | 12:00  Sanctuary Open 6:15  AA. Groups
11:15 Confirmation Class/Youth Worship/Teachers’ Rounds T o ps
11:20 Church School/Music Time for 3-4 Year Olds and K-1st Grade 5:45 Qigong )
12:00  Children’s Music Ministry (Grades 2-4) 6:30  Tartan Fair Meeting 9:00  Homeless Shelter®
12:15 Coffee Hour 9 . o
12:30 Toddler Gathering/Teachers’ Circle 9:00 Homeless Shelter®
12:45 Adult Education 1:30 Literary Group
9:00 Homeless Shelter9
2 8 Passion/Palm Sunday 2 9 3 0
One Great Hour of Sharin, i .
9:00  Adult Education / ¢ 9105 Caring Community ¥ 9tob Caring Community 9
10:00 Service in Washington Square Park (march at 9:45 a.m.)
10:00  Youth Music Ministry (Grades 5-12) 12:00  Sanctuary Open 6:15 A.A. Groups
10:45  Child Care o o )
11:00 Worship® Dr. Walton preaching—Children & Youth Sing 5:45 icon .
12:00  Children’s Music Ministry (Grades 5-12) 9:00 I%ogmelgess Shelter§ 9:00  Homeless Shelter®
12:15 Coffee Hour9
12:30 Confirmation Class
9:00 Homeless Shelter 9
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Wed

Thu Fri

Sat

9tob Caring Community 9
10:30  Staff Meeting
12:00  Midday Prayers
6:00  Wednesday Worship/
Communion
6:30  Fellowship Supper

Committees Meet

9tob
12:15
7:00

8:00
9:00

9tob Caring Community9

Caring Community 9
12:00  Sanctuary Open

Al-Anon

6:15  NA/D.A. Groups
60+ Circle Committee 9:00  Homeless Shelter®
NA Solutions
Homeless Shelter 9

8:30 a.m.—1:00 p.m.
FIRST SERVES
ALL-CHURCH
SERVICE DAY

WITH FIRST KIDS

2:00
Memorial Service
Pat McGuire

Burns Night

10

9tob  Caring Community 9
10:30 Staff Meeting
12:00 Midday Prayers
6:00  Wednesday Worship/
Communion
7:00 New Sanctuary Movement
First Notes & Calendar Due

11

9tob

12:15

8:00
9:00

12

13

9tob Caring Community 9
Caring Community 9 8:30  Inquirers’ Class
12:00  Sanctuary Open
Al-Anon 12:00  Lunch ‘n Learn 9:00 a.m. -1:00 p.m.
Adult Choir Rehearsal
L 6:15 NA/D.A. Groups
NA Solutions 9:00  Homeless Shelter 9 12:00  Session Lunch

Homeless Shelter 9

with Inquirers

17

ST. PATRICK'S DAY

9tob  Caring Community 9
10:30 Staff Meeting
12:00 Midday Prayers
6:00  Wednesday Worship/
Communion
6:30 Deacons/Trustees

18

9to b
12:15

8:00
9:00

19

Caring Community 9 9to5  Caring Community 9
12:00 Sanctuary Open
Al-Anon
6:15 NA/D.A. Groups
NA Solutions 9:00 Homeless Shelter 9

Homeless Shelter 9

20

24

25

26

27

9to5 Caring Community 9 9to5 Caring Community 9
10:30  Staff Meeting 9tob Caring Community 9
12:15 Al Anon 12:00  Sanctuary Open
12:00  Midday Prayers 12:00  Lunch ‘n Learn
6:00 Marie Sibilla
6:00 Wednesday Worship/ “Aging Well” 6:15 NA/DA Groups
Communion Lecture Series 9:00  Homeless Shelter 9
6:30 Session 8:00 NA Solutions
9:00 Homeless Shelter 9
First Notes Mailing Team 9 |
9to5 Caring Community 9
10:30  Staff Meeting DEADLINE FOR APRIL 2010
12:00  Midday Prayers FIRST NOTES:

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 10, 2010
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Volunteer Opportunities

Welcome to the VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES CALENDAR,
published monthly to let you know of events where you can help.

< COFFEE HOUR HOSTING — Hosts, coffee pourers, and
greeters are needed for Coffee Hour after church. To
volunteer, contact HEATHER MEE at (212)366-0341 or
hmee@earthlink.net.

S USHERS FOR WORSHIP SERVICES —Volunteers are
needed to usher for Sunday morning services and special

services. To volunteer, call JOAN RYAN at (212) 765-2141,

or SUZANNE FREEMAN at (646) 827-4559.

S FIRST NOTES —Volunteers are needed to help assemble
and label FIRST NOTES mailings. For the next mailing,

volunteers will meet at the Church at 10:00 a.m. and work

until about 1:00 p.m. on Thursday, March 25. Call
PAULETTE GRIEFEN at (212) 942-0620 to help.

S LAYREADERS - Those interested in participating as lay readers are

asked to call DENISE JACKSON at (212) 6754366.

CROSS BEARER -To explore the possibility of carrying the
processional cross at worship, please contact MEG HARPER
at (718) 624-1516 or harpermeg@hotmail.com.

< HOMELESS SHELTER—Volunteers are needed. Please

email homeless_shelter@yahoo.com or call (212) 741-8620
for more information.

S IN THE KITCHEN - If you can help with Fellowship Suppers

after Wednesday Worship, please call JAMES HOLLANDER
at (646) 335-2969 or e-mail hollander_james@yahoo.com.
For all other events call JACKIE FIKE at (914) 793-4017 or e-
mail jackiecf@verizon.net.

Wednesday, March 3—Fellowship Supper
3:00 - 8:00 p.m. Prep, Serve, Cleanup

Saturday, March 13—Session Lunch with Inquirers
Friday, March 12—11 a.m.-4:00 p.m. Prep.
Sat., March 13—9 a.m.-3 p.m. Prep., Serve, Cleanup

2010 CONFIRMATION SCHEDULE

Sunday, January 17 at 12:30 p.m.
Sunday, January 31 at 11:15 3.m.

Parent and Youth Information Session
Faith Journeys and Imagining God

Sunday, February 14 at 12:30 p.m. Reading the Bible
Sunday, February 28 at 12:30 p.m. Images of Jesus

Sunday, March 7 at 12:30 p.m.

Sunday, March 14 at 11:15 a.m.

Sunday, March 21 3t 11:15 a.m.

Sunday, March 28 at 12:30 p.m.
(Palm Sunday)

Thursday, April 13t 5:30 p.m. or 7:00 p.m.
Friday, April 2 from 12:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.
Sunday, April 4 at 8:00.a.m., 9:30 a.m.,11:30 a.m.

Sunday, April 18 at 11:15 3.m.
Wednesday, April 21°at_6:00 p.m.
Sunday, April 25 at 11:15 3.m.
Sunday, May 9 at 10:00 3.m.
Sunday, May 23 3t 11:00 a.m.

Exploring the Meaning of Communion
Exploring the Meaning of Baptism & Grace
The History of Christianity & Presbyterianism
Exploring the Worship and Prayer

Confirmands are expected to attend ONE
Holy Week Service either at FPC (listed
here) or at another congregation and write a
short paragraph about the service and their
experience. Due on April 11.

History of FPC and Life in the Church Today
Confirmands lead Worship & Meet with the Session
What's Next? Beyond Confirmation

Confirmation Breakfast with Families

Confirmation Class Received as Members in Worship/

Celebration of Children and Youth Sunday/
Pentecost
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(continued from page 1) mean a change in the way the church communicates. This will be the last issue of First
Notes to be mailed to all of our membership. Beginning with the April issue First Notes will only be mailed to
those who request that it be mailed. If you still prefer a mailed copy, please fill out the enclosed insert in this
issue and return it to Ian Gibbs, Communications Assistant, The First Presbyterian Church in the City of New
York, 12 West 12th Street, New York, NY 10011. You may also email your request for a printed copy to
comasst@fpcnyc.org. In the future, we will rely more heavily on the online version of First Notes on our website,
www.fpcnyc.org. First Notes can always be accessed there. If you would like alerts when new issues of First Notes
are available online, you may also use the return form with your preferred email address, or email that request
to comasst@fpcnyc.org; we will then send you a link each month to the latest version of First Notes.

Printed copies of First Notes will be available at the church at all times. If you prefer a printed copy you will al-
ways be able to take one home on Sunday or when you are in the church building. In the meantime, the Com-
munications Committee will review the format of First Notes to see if any changes in the way we print, fold, or
sort hard copies of the church’s newsletter will help us reduce printing costs.

If you have suggestions or comments, please let us hear from you. We want to continue to provide all our
members timely information about the worship, programs, fellowship, and opportunities for service available at
the church. We are sorry to have to impose these changes, but good stewardship of resources suggest that we
spend your financial support in ways that hold down overhead costs and are most supportive of mission.

Jon M. Walton

“AROUND THE TABLE”
Wednesday Worship During Lent

During Lent, our Wednesday Worship services will take place
WEEKLY and will include the sacrament of communion. We will
worship in the manner of the early followers of Jesus- around a fel-
lowship meal. Worship will include eating, singing, Scripture and
prayers, along with time for discussion on a common theme. A
simple meal will be provided, though participants are invited to
bring 'extras' (hummus & veggies, baked goods, etc.).

Please join us for this exciting and different way of celebrating
God's presence among us during Lent. Worship begins at 6pm on
the following Wednesdays: March 3, March 10, March 17, and
March 24.

g

iy Portraits of Flowers by Susanna Beltrandi
Art ﬁl//f/ :s‘f Artist Reception during Coffee Hour
- Sunday, March 7

“Portraits of Flowers” is Susanna Beltrandi’s first solo exhibition of oil paintings. Just as
with portraits of people, these portraits of flowers reveal different characteristics, shapes and colors. Each flower has
a personal story; it might be a flower from a community garden, a close-up of an orchid, a beautiful rose from some-
one’s garden, or simply a memory from the artist’s own garden. The small works in the show are quick studies of
flowers painted in a much less controlled manner.

Susanna Beltrandi grew up in Switzerland, where she completed an apprenticeship as a draftsman before immigrat-
ing to the United States. At the School of Visual Arts in New York, she specialized in Textile Design. For many years
she practiced that profession, mainly creating original designs painted on silk, before returning to school to study
Fine Arts. Inspired by nature, she creates representational art in many different disciplines, including photography,
watercolor, oil painting, and cyanotype printing.




A Month of Sundays
March Worship at FPC

SUNDAY, MARCH 7

Third Sunday in Lent
Sermon:  The Rev. Dr. Mark D. Hostetter preaching
Sacrament: Communion

Children & Youth Sing in Worship

Grades 5-12 Remain in Worship

SUNDAY, MARCH 14

Fourth Sunday in Lent
Sermon:  The Rev. Dr. Jon M. Walton preaching
Sacrament: Baptism

SUNDAY, MARCH 21

Fifth Sunday in Lent

Sermon: The Rev. Dr. Jon M. Walton preaching
Reception of New Members

Minute for Mission: One Great Hour of Sharing

SUNDAY, MARCH 28

Passion/Palm Sunday
One Great Hour of Sharing

PHOTO DIRECTORY 2010
Please participate in the 2010 photo directory,
a great way for members to connect with and
find each other! With the use of new in-house
technology, we will be taking pictures our-
selves, offering you a quick, easy, and cost-free
alternative to past directories. One-minute
sessions will be offered throughout the weeks
of March 14 and 21. Reservation sign-up is
available during Coffee Hour and by calling
the Church office at (212) 675-6150.

DEADLINE FOR APRIL 2010
FIRST NOTES:

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 10, 2010

DEACONS FOR THE MONTH:
Ryan Tirre
(312) 218-0919

Kara Van Norden
(212) 777-2707

Sermon:  The Rev. Dr. Jon M. Walton preaching
Children & Youth Sing in Worship
The Cfirst
Preshyterian (Shurch
Coulendar of Eents
CHURCH HOUSE
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