
Greetings to all the saints at First Presby-
terian Church: that is how Paul would begin a 
letter if he were writing to all of you. And in the 
secular world, filled as it is this month with red 
hearts, white lace, and flying cupids, a letter would 
begin, “To my valentine.” This note is not simply a 
valentine nor is it an epistle kept for years, which 
shapes thinking and activities within the church. It 
does, however, share something with each of those 
approaches. 

You are saints. That is, you have connected your-
selves to this community that seeks to live out God’s 
will for our lives. I have seen you say, “Yes,” to the 
opportunities for serving, to the risk of speaking up, 
to the painful challenge of caring, to the delight of 
sharing and to many other ways of being a disciple, 
which I think is another word for saint.  I have seen 
your creative energy and imagination used to fur-
ther the variety of ways that this community lives out 
God’s love for the world. I have loved sharing with 
you the mission and ministry of this church. 

You are also my valentines. That is, you brighten 
every day by sharing with me the joys and sorrows, 
the hopes and concerns, the dreams and discour-
agement that make up the stories of your lives. I 
have loved the nearly three years I have served as 
your Interim Associate Pastor.  

Please let this poem by Ann Weems be both a greet-
ing to all the saints and a valentine. 

           Edee Chase Fenimore 

 

 
Gift of God 

 
 Gift of God 
 You 
   sit next to me and 
      pass me Bread and Wine… 
 

 You 
   always there 
    with communion in your countenance 
   reaching ready 
     aware accepting affirming 
 

 Gift of God 
 You 
   touch this lepered me 
       to wholeness 
 

 Instrument of God 
 You 
   hear alleluias through obscenities 
   see rainbows in the darkest storms 
      unearth flowers in the snow 
 

 Gift of God 
 I thank God for you! 

 

-Ann Weems 
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For the Living of These Days 
FROM THE FEARS THAT LONG HAVE BOUND US 

FREE OUR HEARTS TO FAITH AND PRAISE. 
GRANT US WISDOM, GRANT US COURAGE, 

FOR THE LIVING OF THESE DAYS, 
FOR THE LIVING OF THESE DAYS 

                 -Harry Emerson Fosdick, 1930 

ADULT EDUCATION PROGRAMS 
February is full of opportunities to beat the 
winter blues and routine by attending one of 
our many adult education programs. Follow-
ing is a list of programs being held this 

month.  So find your winter coat and gloves and come out 
and join us for these wonderful opportunities to strengthen 
your faith. 

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 4 
9:30 a.m.—Navigating a “Rich and Despairing World” Part One, 
Julia Cato, M.Div. 

12:30 p.m.—First Press Conference—Religion and Current Events, 
The Rev. Mark Hostetter 

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 11 
9:30 a.m.—Navigating a “Rich and Despairing World” Part Two, 
Julia Cato, M.Div. 

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 16 (FOURTH TUESDAY) 
7:00 p.m.—Third Tuesdays at First—Experiences of a Trip to 
Gulfport, Mississippi, Panel hosted buy Mission Trip Partici-
pants 

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 18 
9:30 a.m.—Sexuality, Spirituality and the Bible, Part One, Dr. 
David M. Carr 

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 25 
9:30 a.m.—Sexuality, Spirituality and the Bible, Part One, Dr. 
David M. Carr 

THURSDAY, MARCH 1 
6:30 p.m.—”Aging Well” Series—Is It Time For Me To Move?, 
Amy Torres, Help Line Director, FRIA—Friends and Rela-
tives of the Institutionalized Aging. 

FAMILY MINISTRIES PROGRAMS 

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 4 
10:00 a.m.—Breakfast/Youth Sermon Discussion 

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 11 
12:30 p.m.—Children’s Choir Visits Church of Gethsemane 

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 18 
12:30 p.m.—Pre-Baptism Meeting 

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 20 

6:00 p.m.—Soup and Song 

ASH WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 21 
12:00 p.m.—Midday Prayers, Communion and Imposition of   
     Ashes 

7:00 p.m.—Evening Vesper Service, Communion and Imposition 
      Imposition of Ashes 

2007 WOMEN'S RETREAT 
SPIRITUAL DISCIPLINE--
KEEPING THE SABBATH 

Join us for a day of sacred rest to re-
fresh our minds, bodies, and souls 
with yoga, movement, painting, and 
prayer  with The Rev. Leslie Mott.  
Our retreat will be held at Marble Col-
legiate Church, 1 West 29th Street , on 
March 3, 2007, from 9 a.m. to 3:30 
p.m. RSVP education@fpcnyc.org or 

212-675-6150. 

The Rev. Leslie Mott has served churches in Pennsylvania 
and New Jersey as Adult Educator, Pastoral Caregiver, and 
Designated Supply Pastor. She 
served as the Helen Carnell Eden 
Chaplain of Wilson College for five 
years and is currently in her third 
year as Pastor of the First Presbyte-
rian Church of Philipstown in Cold 
Spring, NY. 

There are many on-going education programs for 
children, youth, and adults here at First Presbyte-

rian Church. Please pick up copies of the 2007 
Winter Adult Education Brochure and the Family 
Ministries Calendar for additional information. 

(also at www.fpcnyc.org/christian-ed.html) 
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Church & Society Committee 2006 Overview 

As the Church & Society Committee prepares for our work in 2007, we would like to provide you with an overview of the or-
ganizations within the church community that have received benevolence grants from FPC in 2006. We encourage you to 
take a look at these worthwhile institutions and organizations via their respective websites listed below: 

Auburn Theological Seminary – www.auburnsem.org 
Bridges to Community – Nicaragua Mission Trip 2006 – www.bridgestocommunity.org 
Cabrini Immigrant Services – www.volunteernyc.org/org/955349.html 
Caring Community – www.thecaringcommunity.org 
Dos Pueblos – www.tipitapa.org/index.html 
Face to Face - Faith to Faith – www.s-c-g.org/facetoface/index.html 
Homeless Men’s Shelter at First Church – www.fpcnyc.org/volunteer 
Presbyterian Welcome – www.presbyterianwelcome.org 
Presbyterians for Restoring Creation – www.prcweb.org 
PCUSA Shared Mission – www.pcusa.org/navigation/mission.htm 
Union Theological Seminary - www.uts.columbia.edu 
 
In addition to the committee’s benevolence grant responsibilities, we also helped to organize various volunteer opportuni-
ties and initiatives. A few of the available opportunities include: Homeless Men’s Shelter (contact Diana Pardue, 212-645-
4387), the Church of Gethsemane (contact Barbara Davis, 212-675-6150).  The committee also helped to plan a second mis-
sion trip for 19 volunteers to Nicaragua this year, March 25 through April 2, and is planning another mission trip in 2007. 
For more information on additional volunteer opportunities within the community, please refer to our “Ways to Help” book-
let, which is available in the kiosks in the lobby of the church house. For additional information on “Ways to Help” or the 
Nicaragua Mission trip, please contact Rita Rochford at 212-254-2697 or Dick Pease at First Presbyterian at 212-675-6150. 

Thank you for your continued support of the Church and Society Committee. We are always looking for new committee 
members. If you would like to serve on the committee, the committee meets in the evening on the first Wednesday of the 
month. For more information please contact Scott Caudill at 201-774-6400. 

Soup & Song 

Come join in one of First 
Church’s most festive and pleasur-
able evenings—Soup and Song!  
This year it will be held at 6:00 
p.m. on Tuesday, February 20— 
also known as “Fat Tuesday,” which is traditionally a day of 
celebration before the season of Lent begins on Ash Wednes-
day. 

First Church members and friends will gather in the South 
Wing Great Hall and share a hearty meal of home-made 
soup and bread with potluck salad and dessert.  

After the fellowship meal of “soup,” Dr. Entriken will lead 
everyone in “song.” We will sing many of the best hymns 
from the Presbyterian Hymnal, as well as old favorites no 
longer in print! Remember “Life Is Like a Mountain Rail-
road” or “In the Garden”? It is a delightful evening for every-
one of any age. Put the date on your calendar and sign up on 
the reservation sheet in the lobby of the Mellin-Macnab 
Building. 

Ash Wednesday 

On Ash Wednesday, February 21, we officially mark the 
beginning of the Lenten season. There will be two com-
munion services at First Church: midday prayers at 12:00 
noon and an evening service at 7:00 p.m. in the sanctu-
ary. Dr. Jon M. Walton will preach. 

Also on Ash Wednesday, the midday and vespers services 
will include the imposition of ashes, an ancient sign of 
the frailty and uncertainty of human life. The Presbyte-
rian Book of Common Worship provides for the imposition 
of ashes as a ritual that belongs to the whole church, not 
just to the more “liturgical” churches. At the service, 
those who wish to participate will be invited to come for-
ward for marking the forehead with the sign of the cross 
and the words from Genesis 3:19, “Remember that you 
are dust, and to dust you shall return.” 

Ash Wednesday is a day of repentance, but it is also a call 
to reflection, meditation, prayer, and preparation. We 
prepare and turn toward God, so that we are ready for 
the renewal that awaits us. It is the prayer of the Psalmist 
that puts our wish to words: “Create in me a clean heart, 
O God, and renew a right spirit within me.” (Ps. 51:10) 



Sun Mon Tue 
 

4    5th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
  9:30 Adult Education 
10:00 Youth Breakfast and Dialogue 
10:45 Child Care 
11:00 Worship  Communion—Dr. Walton preaching 
11:20 Church School and Choir Rehearsals 
12:15 Coffee Hour  
12:30 First Press Conference—Rev. Mark Hostetter 
12:30 Toddler Gathering 
12:30 Kitchen Crew  
  4:00 APNC           9:00 Homeless Shelter  

5 
  9 - 5 Caring Community  
 
12:00 Sanctuary open 
 
 
 
 
 
  9:00 Homeless Shelter  

6 
  9 - 5 Caring Community  
10:00 First Notes Mailing 
   Team  
12:15 Al-Anon 
  6:00 A.A. Groups 
  6:30 Candidates Committee 
  6:30 Bldg. & Grounds 
Comm. 
  9:00 Homeless Shelter  

11   6th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
  9:30 Adult Education 
10:45 Child Care 
11:00 Worship  Installation and Ordination of Officers 
   Dr. Walton preaching 
11:20 Church School 
12:15 Coffee Hour  
12:30 Children go to Church of Gethsemane 
  2:00 Candidates Committee 
 
  9:00 Homeless Shelter  

12 
  9 - 5 Caring Community  
 
12:00 Sanctuary open 
 
  5:00 Memorial Service 
   Rev. Fenimore 
 
 
  9:00 Homeless Shelter  

13 
  9 - 5 Caring Community  
 
12:15 Al-Anon 
 
 
  6:00 A.A. Groups 
  6:30 Personnel Committee 
 
  9:00 Homeless Shelter  

18  Transfiguration of the Lord 
  9:30 Adult Education 
10:45 Child Care 
11:00 Worship  Rev. Fenimore preaching 
11:20 Church School and Choir Rehearsals 
12:15 Coffee Hour  
12:30 Pre-Baptism Meeting 
12:30 Kitchen Crew  
 
  9:00 Homeless Shelter  

19 
Presidents’ Day 
Staff Holiday 

 
 
 
 
 
  9:00 Homeless Shelter  

20 
  9 - 5 Caring Community  
 

Nursery School Closed 
P.S. 226 Closed thru Friday 

 

12:15 Al-Anon 
  1:00 Kitchen Crew  
  6:00 Soup and Song 
  6:00 A.A. Groups 
  9:00 Homeless Shelter  

25  First Sunday in Lent 
  9:30 Adult Education 
10:45 Child Care 
11:00 Worship  Baptism—Dr. Walton preaching 
11:20 Church School and Choir Rehearsals 
12:15 Coffee Hour  Honoring Beth Godat and Art Viewing 
12:30 Family Ministries Committee 
  1:30 Literary Group 
  3:00 Meet the Candidates 
  9:00 Homeless Shelter  

26 
  9 - 5 Caring Community  
 

P. S. 226 Returns 
 
12:00 Sanctuary open 
 
 
 
  9:00 Homeless Shelter  

27 
  9 - 5 Caring Community  
10:00 First Notes Mailing 
   Team  
12:15 Al-Anon 
 
  7:00 Third Tuesday Dinner  
   and Program (4th Tues.) 
 
  9:00 Homeless Shelter  

The First Presbyterian Church in the City of New York 
12 West 12th Street (at Fifth Avenue), New York, NY  10011 

Tel:  212-675-6150   Fax:  212-675-8674 
 

All data subject to change without notice.   
Check with Church Receptionist at 212-675-6150 for confirmation and details. 

 
 indicates volunteer opportunities  

First Presbyterian Church 



Wed Thu Fri Sat 
 

1 
  9 - 5 Caring Community  
 
12:15 Al-Anon 
 
 
  6:30 Aging Well Dinner   
   and Discussion 
 
  9:00 Homeless Shelter  

2 
  9 - 5 Caring Community  
 
12:00 Sanctuary open 
 
 
  5:00 APNC 
  6:00 D.A. Group 
 
  9:00 Homeless Shelter  

3 
 
10:00 APNC 

 

7 
  8:00 APNC 
  9 - 5 Caring Community  
10:30 Staff Meeting 
12:00 Midday Prayers 
  3:00 Kitchen Crew  
  6:00 Vespers 
  6:30 Fellowship Supper 
   Committees Meet 
  9:00 Homeless Shelter  

8 
  9 - 5 Caring Community  
 
12:00 Kitchen Crew  
 
12:15 Al-Anon 
 
 
 
  9:00 Homeless Shelter  

9 
  9 - 5 Caring Community  
 
12:00 Sanctuary open 
12:00 Kitchen Crew  
 
 
  6:00 D.A. Group 
 
  9:00 Homeless Shelter  

10 
  8:30 Officers’ Training 
 
 
  1:00 Kitchen Crew  
 
 

Burns Night Supper 
(Outside Group) 

14 
  8:00 APNC 
  9 - 5 Caring Community  
10:30 Staff Meeting 
12:00 Midday Prayers 
 
 
  6:00 Tartan Fair Meeting 
 
  9:00 Homeless Shelter  

15 
  9 - 5 Caring Community  
 
12:15 Al-Anon 
 
 
  6:30 Design & Construction 
 
  9:00 Homeless Shelter  

16 
     First Notes and 
     Calendar Due 
 
  9 - 5 Caring Community  
 
12:00 Sanctuary open 
 
  6:00 D.A. Group 
  9:00 Homeless Shelter  

17 
 
  9:00 Church School    
   Teachers Training 
 
 
  1:00 First Course at First  
   Church 

21 Ash Wednesday 
  8:00 APNC 
  9 - 5 Caring Community  
10:30 Staff Meeting 
12:00 Midday Prayers 
   Communion & Imposition of  
   Ashes 
  7:00 Vespers Service 
   Communion & Imposition of  
   Ashes 
  9:00 Homeless Shelter  

22 
  9 - 5 Caring Community  
  9:00 Design & Construction 
 
12:15 Al-Anon 
 
 
  7:30 Bible Study Group 
 
  9:00 Homeless Shelter  

23 
  9 - 5 Caring Community  
 
12:00 Sanctuary open 
 
  5:00 Wedding Rehearsal 
   Harmon/Leonard 
   Dr. Walton 
  6:00 D.A. Group 
  9:00 Homeless Shelter  

24 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  5:00 Wedding 
   Harmon/Leonard 
   Dr. Walton 

28 
  8:00 APNC 
  9 - 5 Caring Community  
10:30 Staff Meeting 
12:00 Midday Prayers 
  6:00 Vespers Service/ 
   Communion 
  6:30 Session/Deacons/   
   Trustees 
 
  9:00 Homeless Shelter  

 

February 2007 

DEACONS FOR THE MONTH 
Buffy Barton-Davis   (212) 254-4222 

Lisa Ruffler    (212) 375-1601 

DEADLINE FOR MARCH 
First Notes 

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 16 
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Welcome to the VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES CALENDAR, 
published monthly to let you know of events where you can help.  

Â COFFEE HOUR HOSTING—Hosts, coffee pourers, 
and greeters are needed for Coffee Hour after 
church. To volunteer, call JOHN COX at (212) 260-
3094. 

Â  USHERS FOR WORSHIP SERVICES—Volunteers are 
needed to usher for Sunday morning services and 
Lenten Season services. To volunteer, call JOAN RYAN 
at (212) 765-2141, or SUZANNE FREEMAN at (646) 827-
4559. 

Â  FIRST NOTES  – Volunteers are needed to help assemble 
and label FIRST NOTES mailings. For the next mailing, 
volunteers will meet at the church at 10:00 a.m. and 
work until about 1:00 p.m., on TUESDAY, February 27. 
Call PAULETTE GRIEFEN (212) 226-2531 to help.  

Â  LAY READERS  – Those interested in participating as lay readers 
are asked to call DENISE JACKSON at  (212)  675-4366. 

Â  CROSS BEARER  – To explore the possibility of carrying 
the processional cross at worship, please call PAT 
PENICK THOMPSON at (212) 242-6916. 

Â  HOMELESS SHELTER—Volunteers are needed. Call 
DIANA PARDUE (212) 645-4387 for more information. 

Volunteer Opportunities 
Â  IN THE KITCHEN—If you can help with Vespers, please call 

James Hollander at 646-335-2969 or e-mail hollander-
james@yahoo.com. For all other events call Jackie Fike 914-
793-4017 or e-mail jackiecf@verizon.net 

 Wednesday, February 7—Vespers Fellowship Supper 

  Sunday, February 4—12:30-3:00 p.m. Prep. 
  Wednesday, February 7—3:00-8:00 p.m. Prep., Serve, 
            Cleanup 

 Saturday, February 10—Burns Night Dinner 

  Thursday, February 8—12:00-5:00 p.m. Prep. 
  Friday, February 9—12:00-5:00 p.m. Prep 
  Saturday, February 10—1:00-9:00 Prep., Serve, 
              Cleanup 

  Tuesday, February 20—Soup and Song 

  Sunday, February 18—12:30-3:00 p.m. Prep. 
  Tuesday, February 20—1:00-9:00 Prep., Serve,   
             Cleanup  

DEACONS FOR THE MONTH 
Buffy Barton-Davis (212) 254-4222 

Lisa Ruffler (212) 375-1601 

Officer Elections 
The following persons were elected to serve as officers at 
the Annual Meeting on Sunday, January 28. 

Those elected to serve as Elders, Class of 2010 are: 

Logan Franklin Kennedy, Ingrid K. Ladendorf, Su Yon Pak, 
Mark Allen Robertson, Reade H. Ryan, Jr., Mary O’Hara 
Smith, Seth Joshua Thomas, Charlotte K. Wallace. 

Those elected to serve as Deacons, Class of 2010: 

Michael Clay, Mark Fontaine, Suzann Freeman, Paulette J. 
Griefen, Denise Holness Jackson, Brian Macy. 

Those elected to serve as Trustees, Class of 2010:  

Allison Morrow, Albert Picallo, Kathryn King Sudol, Beth 
Whitaker, John C. Wilmot. 

Those elected to the Nominating Committee: 

John P. Cox, John Davis, Julia A. Glazer, Donna Hurley, 
Myrle H. Wall. 

Alternates—Sorrel Ann Alburger, Jackie Fike. 

As of January 30, the church has received 322 pledges 
amounting to $1,015,472, which is 81% of the goal of 
$1,250,000. Church members and friends who have not 
yet made their pledge are encouraged to do so. Pledge 
cards are available in the pews, and from the church of-
fice. If you are interested in information regarding the 
electronic submission of your weekly, monthly, quarterly, 
or annual pledge payments, please contact Eugene 
Rogers in the FPC Business Office at 646-230-3924 or 
erogers@fpcnyc.org. 

Your response will help the church plan a responsible 
budget for the coming year. Thank you for your commit-
ment. 

Stewardship Campaign Update 
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CHILDREN’S CHOIR TO SING AT THE  

CHURCH OF GETHSEMANE IN BROOKLYN 
On Sunday, February 11, the Children’s Choirs (grades K-6) will sing in worship at First 
Church, then travel to the Church of Gethsemane in Brooklyn.  At Gethsemane the chil-
dren will sing the introit, anthem, and benediction as well as read scripture lessons in wor-
ship.  Permissions slips for this event are due to the church office by Friday, Feb. 9.  If you 
would like to serve as a chaperon or if you need further information, please speak with Faye 
Timmer, Director of Children’s and Youth Music: 551-206-7945 or email: faye-
timmer@aol.com. 

The choir area of the chancel is undergoing renovations which include 
cleaning the stonework, repairs to the organ pipe chamber, the building 
and replacement of the organ console, and restorative work on the 
woodwork and painting on the chancel wall. The scaffolding will remain 
until the restoration work is completed early in March. The organ con-
sole will be partially installed and some ranks of the organ will be avail-
able for use by April 1.The congregation will be kept informed of pro-
gress as the work continues. 

Church Renovations are Underway 

WEST VIRGINIA MISSION TRIP 
An informational meeting about the West Virginia mission trip will be held on Sunday, March 11, from 
1:00 to 2:00 p.m. in the Esther Morrow Room of the South Wing. This will be FPC's first mission trip to 
Appalachia and provides a good opportunity for families to participate in an experience together. Chil-
dren as young as those in middle school can sign up, so if you have children give this trip serious consid-
eration. The work will involve all kinds of home repair for people who cannot afford to hire contractors. 
The group will live in the church house of Montgomery Presbyterian Church in dormitory rooms with 
bunk beds and will cook their own food. The dates will be from Saturday, July 7, through Saturday, July 
14, with Wednesday off for recreation. The approximate cost per person will be $690. So mark your calen-
dar for the March 11 meeting, because the sign-up deadline is May 7. Rich Korchak is the FPC trip coordi-
nator; call him any time if you have questions (212-477-7150)or email him at korchak@nyc.rr.com.  For 
mor information on the mission project go to www.wvpresbytery.org and click on WVMAW at the bottom 
of the page. 



Return Service Requested 

Recycled 
Paper 
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SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 25 
First Sunday in Lent 
Scripture:   Psalm 91:1-2, 9-16; Luke 4:1-13 
Sermon:   Dr. Jon M. Walton preaching on “Only    
      Human” 

Sacrament:  Baptism 

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 4 
Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Scripture:   Isaiah 6:1-13; Luke 5:1-11 
Sermon:   Dr. Jon M. Walton preaching on “Fishers   
      Beware” 
Sacrament:  Communion 

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 11 
Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Scripture:   Psalm 1; Luke 6:17-26 
Sermon:   Dr. Jon M. Walton preaching on “Are    
      You Happy Now?” 
Pastoral Rite: Ordination and Installation of Officers 

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 18 
Transfiguration of the Lord 
Scripture:   Exodus 34:29-35; Luke 9:28-36 
Sermon:   The Rev. Edee Chase Fenimore preaching  
      on “Mountains, Hills and Heights” 

ASH WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 21 
Midday Prayers  12:00 Noon 
 Communion and Imposition of Ashes 
Evening Vesper Service    7:00 p.m. 
Sermon:  Dr. Jon M. Walton preaching 
 Communion and Imposition of Ashes 

A Month of Sundays 
 Worship This Month at First Presbyterian  

MUSIC VESPER SERVICE 
March 18, 4:00 p.m. 

"All Night Vigil" 
Sergei Rachmaninoff 

Soloists and Choir of First Presbyterian Church 
William Entriken, Director 


