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Building for the Future

What ever happened to those talks with the congre-
gation about the need for improvement in our facili-
ties, a need precipitated by growing numbers in the
church, educational facilities that are aging, and the
need to expand our outreach to the community?
Last year several meetings were held with the con-
gregation to request ideas and to hear concerns, but
not a lot has been said since. In reality, a Design
and Construction Committee under the oversight of
both the Session and Trustees has been diligently
working to move the ideas and concerns expressed
from concept to reality. Chaired by Elder Richard
Rice, a professional architect, members of both
boards, staff members, and representatives of the
congregation at large have continued to consider
the concerns generated by the congregation and
distill them into a Request for Proposal to be distrib-
uted to interested and qualified architectural firms.

During January, those firms will receive that RFP and
present bids on developing the project.

The Design Committee discovered that in addition
to the space currently available in the Mellin-Macnab
Building, the church will need an additional 10,000
square feet of space. Where to locate that additional
space has been a significant challenge for the com-
mittee, and some creative and expansive visions for
development have been proposed. The additional
rooms and renovations will provide for a more spa-
cious and attractive Nursery School and school for
autistic children, add more classrooms for youth and
older children, provide adequate storage, which is
sorely lacking now, and combine administrative of-
fices into a coordinated central location. Public
spaces, such as the lobby, and gathering areas will be

(Continued on page 7)

Annual Congregational Meeting on January 28

The annual meeting of the congregation and corporation
of The First Presbyterian Church in the City of New York
will be held following the morning worship service and an
all-member brunch on Sunday, January 28, 2007, in the
Great Hall, on the second floor of the South Wing.

The business meeting will begin at approximately 1:15
p-m. in the church sanctuary and will last about an hour.
The purpose of the meeting is to elect officers, to receive
reports of the joint boards on financial results for 2006,
and to review the 2007 budget. A printed Annual Report,
including reports from the ministers, boards, and commit-
tees, will be available Sunday, January 21, for review before
the meeting.

The Nominating Committee, elected by the congregation
last January, has been working diligently to prepare a slate
of officers to serve on the Session, the Board of Deacons,
and the Board of Trustees to replace elders, deacons, and
trustees who are retiring this year. This slate of officers will
appear in the Annual Report.

There will be no coffee hour that Sunday. Visitors are wel-
come to attend the brunch and meeting, although only
Active Members are eligible to vote. To reserve your place
for brunch, please sign up in the lobby of the Mellin-
Macnab Building. A free-will donation will be taken at the
brunch.
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For the Living of These Days

FIRST NOTES

JANUARY 2007

praise God.

FROM THE FEARS THAT LONG HAVE BOUND US
FREE OUR HEARTS TO FAITH AND PRAISE.
GRANT US WISDOM, GRANT US COURAGE,

FOR THE LIVING OF THESE DAYS,
FOR THE LIVING OF THESE DAYS

-Harry Emerson Fosdick, 1930

In the familiar hymn, "God of Grace and God of Glory," we are reminded of how much energy and spiritual
strength it takes to manage our way through each day. Although Harry Emerson Fosdick wrote these words
early in the 20th century, their import is no less true for us today. A great amount of courage and wisdom is
needed to keep our equilibrium in this world; a great amount of courage and wisdom is needed to energize
us to do justice and seek peace; a great amount of courage and wisdom is needed to combat our fears and not
let our hearts be bound by frustration and hopelessness. Fosdick's words remind us that our strength is in
God's presence with us, filling us with wisdom and courage, and freeing us to be anchored in our faith and to

The Rev. Barbara E. Davis

ADULT CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

ADULT EDUCATION PROGRAMS

SUNDAY, JANUARY 7

9:30 a.m.—There Is Nothing New Under the Sun:
A Study of the Book of Ecclesiastes, Part 1, Elder Elizabeth Theo-
fan

12:30 p.m.—First Press Conference—Religion and Current Events,
The Rev. Edee Chase Fenimore
SUNDAY, JANUARY 14

9:30 a.m.—There Is Nothing New Under the Sun: A Study of the
Book of Ecclesiastes, Part 2, Elder Elizabeth Theofan

12:30 p.m.—God Leaves No One Behind: A Study of Rapture The-
ology, Part 1, Kellie Anderson-Picallo
THURSDAY, JANUARY 11

7:00 p.m.—Third Tuesdays at First—An Evening in the Alexander

Chaypel at First Presbyterian Church: The Rees Jones Memorial Pipe

Organ, Dr. William Entriken and Sebastian M. Gluck
TUESDAY, JANUARY 16

6:30 p.m.—"Aging Well” Series—What the Heck’s the Difference
Between A Living Will and A Health Care Proxy?, Brian Raphan,
Esq., Elder Care Lawyer

SUNDAY, JANUARY 21
9:30 p.m.—God Leaves No One Behind: A Study of Rapture Theol-
ogy, Part 2, Kellie Anderson-Picallo

12:30 p.m.—Foundations for the Journey: What is the Trinity?,
The Rev. Mark Hostetter

SUNDAY, JANUARY 28
9:30 p.m.—God Leaves No One Behind: A Study of Rapture Theol-
ogy, Part 3, Kellie Anderson-Picallo

Watch for the 2007 Winter Adult Education Brochure for
more information on these programs and other events.

FAMILY MINISTRIES PROGRAMS

SUNDAY, JANUARY 7

Childcare, Church School, and Children’s Choir
Rehearsals Resume

10 a.m.—Breakfast/Youth Sermon Discussion

SUNDAY, JANUARY 14
12:30 p.m.—Pre-Baptism Meeting

SATURDAY, JANUARY 20
9:30 a.m.—Church School Teacher Training

6 p.m.—Youth Fellowship (grades 8-12): Jesus and Hip Hop

SATURDAY, JANUARY 27

9:30 a.m.—First Kids: Saturday Morning Movie & Service
Project

Kindergarteners through seventh graders and their fami-
lies — join us for a movie, popcorn...and a chance to cud-
dle with some wonderful animals! See page 7 for more
details.

Ladies—Make plans now to attend the
Spring Women’s Retreat on Saturday,
March 3 from 9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. It
will be held at Marble Collegiate
Church and led by The Rev. Leslie
Mott. Stay tuned for more details in
the coming month!




PAGE 3 FIRST NOTES JANUARY 2007

STEWARDSHIP 2007 UPDATE

We are making progress with this year’s Stewardship Canvass, and on behalf of the
A church, we would like to say thank-you to the many people who have already dedi-
ReJ O | Ce cated their 2007 Stewardship pledge to First Presbyterian. We still have a way to go to
In H ' meet our goal of $1,250,000, and, as of this writing, $796,708 has been pledged,
O pe . | which is 64% toward our goal with 256 pledge units. Look for the thermometer in the
church lobby tracking our progress!

Romans 12: 12 - 13

It is an exciting time for First Presbyterian Church. There is a hubbub of activity going
on for families, singles, GLBT, and senior groups. Our programs are thriving and the building is bustling
with activity on any given day. Our membership has been rising to levels not seen for decades, and yet the
number of annual pledge units has been declining for the past four years. If this is your church home and
you have not yet made your annual pledge of financial support, now is the time. Your pledge is crucial to the
visioning and planning of the church for the coming year, and your giving enables the church to be here
for us to worship together and provide the mission programs, the Christian Education, the music, the fel-
lowship, and all the things we sometimes take for granted.

Pledge cards may be found in the church pews, as well as the Mellin-MacNab Building lobby. Information
regarding Stewardship can also be found at www.fpcnyc.org/stewardship.

All that we have is given from God. Please consider returning a portion of these blessings to God’s work
through your annual pledge.

Ingrid and Doug Ladendorf
2007 Stewardship Canvass co-chairs

A Note from the Church & Society Committee

Recently the Church and Society Committee heard a presentation about Manhattan Together. It was of
great interest to us, and we thought it might interest others as well.

Manhattan Together

Manhattan Together is an interfaith group striving to make the voice of the faith community heard in the
city. They have focused on housing and education in the city. The organization has been successful in get-
ting the City Housing Authority to go “green.” They continue to work for improved conditions in housing
and for affordable housing in the city.

In addition, they are working with Joel Klein, head of the city’s schools, to develop innovative approaches
to education.

If you want to become a part of this hard-working group, or simply want to learn more, here’s where to go.

Introductory Training
Tuesday January 9 & Thursday January 11
7:00 pm-9:15pm
St. Ignatius Loyola Church
Park Avenue at East 83 Street

This will introduce leaders to the issues and workings of Manhattan Together. The sessions are free to all.
Please confirm attendance with Kathy Maire,
At 212-378-0290 or maire@stbarts.org.




Furst Presbyterian Church

Sun

Mon

Tue

DEACONS FOR THE MONTH

Michael Hatchett (212)228-3403
Marie Warmbold (212)679-0172

New Year’s Day
Staff Holiday

9:00 Homeless Shelter$

2

9-5 Caring Community 9
P. S. 226 Returns
6:00 Kitchen Crew ¢

6:00 AA Groups
9:00 Homeless Shelter 9

7 Baptism of the Lord Sunday

9:30 Adult Bible Study—DBook of Ecclesiastes, Part 1
10:00 Youth Breakfast and Dialogue
10:45 Child Care

11:00 Worship 9 Communion—Dr. Walton preaching
11:20 Church School and Children's Choirs
12:15 Coffee Hour9
12:30 First Press Conference—Rev. Edee Fenimore
12:30 Pre-Baptism Meeting

9:00 Homeless Shelter 9

8

Nursery School Re-opens
9-5 Caring Community 9
12:00 Sanctuary open

9:00 Homeless Shelter 9

9

ANNUAL REPORTS DUE

9-5 Caring Community 9

6:00 A.A. Groups

6:30 Bldg. and Grounds
Committee

9:00 Homeless Shelter 9

14 204 Sunday in Ordinary Time

9:30 Adult Bible Study—DBook of Ecclesiastes, Part 2

10:45 Child Care

11:00 Worship 9 Rev. Fenimore preaching

11:20 Church School and Children’s Choirs

12:15 Art Show and Coffee Hour9

12:30 Pre-Baptism Meeting

12:30 Adult Education—God Leaves No One Behind, Part 1
9:00 Homeless Shelter 9

15

Martin Luther King Day
Observed

Staff Holiday

9:00 Homeless Shelter 9

16

9-5 Caring Community 9

6:00 A.A. Groups

7:00 Third Tuesday Dinner
and Program

9:00 Homeless Shelter$

21 31 Sunday in Ordinary Time

9:30 Adult Bible Study—God Leaves No One Behind, Part 2
10:45 Child Care
11:00 Worship® Baptism—Dr. Walton preaching
11:20 Church School and Children’s Choirs
12:30 Coffee Hour9
12:30 Adult Education—Foundations for the Journey
1:30 Literary Group
9:00 Homeless Shelter 9

22

9-5 Caring Community 9

12:00 Sanctuary open

9:00 Homeless Shelter 9

23

9-5 Caring Community 9

6:00 A.A. Groups
6:30 Personnel Committee

9:00 Homeless Shelter$

28th Sunday in Ordinary Time
[ ANNUAL MEETING AT 1:15 P.M. |

9:00 Kitchen Crew9

9:30 Adult Bible Study—God Leaves No One Behind, Part 3
10:45 Child Care
11:00 Worship 9 Receive New members—Dr. Walton preaching
11:20 Church School and Children’s Choirs
12:30 Kitchen Crew9
12:30 Annual Meeting Brunch

2:30 Session Examines New Deacons and Elders

2:30 Trustees meet to elect Officers

9:00 Homeless Shelter 9

29

9-5 Caring Community 9

12:00 Sanctuary open

9:00 Homeless Shelter$

30

9-5 Caring Community 9

10:00 First Notes Mailing
Team
1:00 Presbytery (off site)

6:00 A.A. Groups
9:00 Homeless Shelter 9
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2007

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

8:00 APNC ) 9-5 Caring Community 9 9-5 Caring Community 9
9-5 Caring Community® | 10:00 First Notes Mailing
10:30  Staff Meeting Team 9 12:00 Sanctuary open
12:00 Midday Prayers
3:00 Kitchen Crew® 12:15 Al-Anon 7:00 D.A. Group
6:00 Vespers
6:30 Fellows.hip Supper 6:30 Gulf Coast Missions 9:00 Homeless Shelter 9
Committees Meet Trip Orientation
9:00 Homeless Shelter 9 9:00 Homeless Shelter$
8:00 APNC 9-5 Caring Community 9 9-5 Caring Community 9
9-5 Caring Community 9
10:30 Staff Meeting 12:15 Al-Anon 12:00 Sanctuary open
12:00 Midday Prayers
7:00 D.A. Group
6:00 Family Ministry 6:30 Aging Well Dinner
Committee and Discussion 9:00 Homeless Shelter 9
9:00 Homeless Shelter 9
9:00 Homeless Shelter 9
8:00 APNC 9-5 Caring Community$ 9-5 Caring Community$ 8:30 Inquirers’ Class
9-5 Caring Community 9 11:00 Kitchen Crew® 9:00 Kitchen Crew®
10:30 Staff Meeting 12:15 Al-Anon 9:30 Church School
12:00 Midday Prayers 12:00 Sanctuary open Teachers’ Training
6:30 Deacons/Trustees 6:30 Nursery School Board
9:00 Homeless Shelter 9 7:00 D.A. Group 12:00 Session Lunch with
First Notes and 9:00 Homeless Shelter9 9:00 Homeless Shelter9 Inquirers
Calendar Deadline .
6:00 Youth Fellowship
8:00 APNC 9-5 Caring Community 9 9-5 Caring Community 9 9:30 First Kids
9-5 Caring Community 9 10:00 Kitchen Crew9p 10:00 Nursery School
10:30 Staff Meeting 12:15 Al-Anon Puppet Show
12:00 Midday Prayers 12:00 Sanctuary open 11:00 Kitchen Crew®
9:00 Homeless Shelter 9 7:00 D.A. Group 1:00 Nursery School
9:00 Homeless Shelter 9 9:00 Homeless Shelter9 Puppet Show

31

8:00
9-5
9:00
10:30
12:00

9:00

APNC
Caring Community $

Lenten Planning Mtg.

Staff Meeting
Midday Prayers

Homeless Shelter 9

The Furst Presbyterian Church in the City of New York
12 West 12th Street (at Fifth Avenue), New York, NY 10011
Tel: (212) 675-6150 Fax: (212) 675-8674

All data subject to change without notice.
Check with Church Receptionist at (212) 675-6150

for confirmation and details.
¥ indicates volunteer opportunities.
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Volunteer Opportunities

regular staft in secretarial matters: phones, mailings,
greeting newcomers, etc. Anyone available on a
regular basis for any time or day, Mon.-Fri.,

Welcome to the VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES CALENDAR,
published monthly to let you know of events where you can help.

< COFFEE HOUR HOSTING—Hosts, coffee pourers,

and greeters are needed for Coffee Hour after
church. To volunteer, call JOHN COX at (212) 260-
3094.

USHERS FOR WORSHIP SERVICES—Volunteers
are needed to usher for Sunday morning services and
special Christmas services. To volunteer, call JOAN
RYAN at (212) 765-2141, or SUZANNE FREEMAN at
(646) 827-4559.

FIRST NOTES—Volunteers are needed to help
assemble and label FIRST NOTES mailings. For the
next mailing, volunteers will meet at the Church at
10:00 a.m. and work until about 1:00 p.m., on
THURSDAY, January 4. Call PAULETTE GRIEFEN
(212) 226-2531 to help.

LAY READERS—Those interested in participating as lay
readers are asked to call DENISE JACKSON at (212) 675-
4366.

CROSS BEARER—T o explore the possibility of
carrying the processional cross at worship, please call
PAT PENICK at (212) 242-6916.

HOMELESS SHELTER—Volunteers are needed. Call
DIANA PARDUE (212)645-4387 for more

information.

CARING COMMUNITY—First Church’s Senior Citizen
Group is seeking part-time volunteers to assist the

9:30a.m.—2:30 p.m., please call the Program
Director, Vera Reale, at 212-924-2810.

IN THE KITCHEN—If you can help with Vespers, please
call James Hollander at 646-335-2969 or e-mail hollander-
James@yahoo.com. For all other events call Jackie Fike
914-793-4017 or e-mail jackiecf@uerizon.net

Wednesday, January 3—Vespers Fellowship Supper
Tuesday, January 2—6:00p.m.-9:00 p.m. Prep.
Wed. January 3—3:00p.m.-8:00 p.m. Prep., Serve,

Cleanup

Saturday, January 20—Inquirer’s Class and Brunch

Friday, January 19—11:00-4:00 p.m. Preparation

Saturday, January 20—9:00-3:00 Prep., Serve,
Cleanup

Sunday, January 28—Annual Brunch and Meeting

Friday, January 26—11:00-4:00 p.m. Preparation

Saturday, January 27—11:00-4:00 p.m. Prep.

Sunday, January 28—9:00-11:00 a.m. Preparation

Sunday, January 28—12:30-3:00 p.m. Prep., Serve,
Cleanup

DEACONS FOR THE MONTH

Michael Hatchett (212)228-3403
Marie Warmbold (212)679-0172

Nursery School Puppet Show January 27

Fund.

On Saturday January 27, at 11a.m. and 1p.m. in the Church House
Assembly Hall, the Nursery School will present a 40-minute marionette
variety show performed by Steve Widerman’s The Puppet Company. The
show is “Al E. Gator & Friends.” It features acts by marionette perfor-
mers, including acrobatic gnomes on a see-saw, a puppet choir, and a

® dancing skeleton. The show is appropriate for ages 2 to 10. Tickets ($10
8 cach, 3/$24) may be purchased or reserved through the Nursery
School office: (212) 691-3432. Proceeds benefit the NS Scholarship
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Bllilding fOI‘ the Future e o o ¢ o o oo (continued from page 1)

made more accommodating and spacious, and the buildings will be air-conditioned and climate-controlled
to provide a more healthful and clean environment. Air conditioning will mean that our school for autistic
children will be able to operate twelve months of the year, a long sought-after goal. Additional space within
the building will mean that the church can be an even more hospitable host to organizations and people
within the community who look to the church for help and support of their service to others.

Funding of this project must come from the congregation, so planning is taking into consideration the fi-
nancial potential of the congregation to support a major capital improvement. Early in the new year the
Session will consider how best to prepare for that challenge. Professional fund-raising expertise will be
sought to help determine an achievable financial goal, and plans for building improvement will fit into a
larger plan for financing which will be developed. For the time being, the important thing is simply to be
aware that more information will be on its way in 2007 as the Session, Trustees, and Design and Construc-
tion Committee move forward with planning. If you have questions, please do not hesitate to contact one
of the officers of the church or a member of the Design and Construction Committee. Your awareness and
involvement will be key to the successful outcome of all this planning.

Jon M. Walton
First Kids Save the Date! live in it.”
Saturday January 27th ., e, F Please sign up in the church house lobby or RSVP
. . s & by Wednesday January 24th to families@fpcnyc.org.
9:30am -1 2'00pm First Presbyterian NYC kids See you then!

Kindergarteners through seventh graders and their

families — join us for a movie, popcorn...and a chance
to cuddle with some wonderful animals! A A v v A e A
Come to First Kids, Saturday, January 27th, as we es-
cape the winter cold and watch the family film Lassie.
(If you missed this movie at the theater last year, the
BBC has called it “a new classic for a new generation.”)

- “Aging Well” Series Continues . . .

“What The Heck’s the Difference Between A
Living Will and A Health Care Proxy?”

Join us on Thursday, January 11, in the parlor
of the Mellin-Macnab Building beginning at
6:30 p.m. We will share a light supper and then .2

After the movie, we are excited to have the Bide-A-
Wee animal rescue shelter bring some homeless ani-
mals to church for the kids to play with, and we’ll talk

about how caring for animals is part of how we can % begin the discussion at 7:00 p.m.

live out our faith and care for the world around us. X

Don.’t miss t}_lis speci'al Saturday afternoon and a great ir this discussion will cover legal issues for older
movie that will start just after 9:30 a.m. % people (durable power of attorney, burial
First Kids offers faith, fellowship, and service opportu- g fﬁﬁg}; flz(ilec)%ld eligibility, trust, wills, and
nities for FPC kids and their parents throughout the &

church school year. This program is for kindergarten- fo Sign up in the lobby of the Mellin-Macnab
ers through 7th graders, and allows families to share 4 Building after worship on Sunday, January 7,
their faith through community service and discussion ﬁ% or call the church receptionist (212-675-6150)
—and pizza! This year, First Kids will be focusing on 4 by Tuesday, January 9.
the biblical principles of Psalm 24: “The earth is the it
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Led by Brian Raphan, Esq., elder care lawyer, 4
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A Month of Sundays

Worshup This Monih at First Presbyterian

SUNDAY, JANUARY 7
Baptism of the Lord

Sermon:
Sacrament:

Dr. Jon M. Walton preaching
Communion

SUNDAY, JANUARY 14
Second Sunday in Ordinary Time

Sermon: Rev. Edee Chase Fenimore preaching

SUNDAY, JANUARY 21
Third Sunday in Ordinary Time

Sermon:
Sacrament:

Dr. Jon M. Walton preaching
Baptism

SUNDAY, JANUARY 28
Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Sermon: Dr. Jon M. Walton preaching
Pastoral Rite: Reception of New Members

1:15 p.m. Annual Meeting

{ofefodofofeoof oo fef oo e ooy oo ey oo o] i e o] o] ]

BRUNCH

Before Annual Meeting
Sunday, January 28, 2007
In the South Wing
Immediately after the Service
and before the Meeting.
Sign-up sheets will
be available in the lobby of the
Mellin-Macnab Building.
A free-will donation will be collected
at the brunch—3$5.00 suggested
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DEADLINE FOR FEBRUARY
First Notes IS JANUARY 17
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