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A Time of Beginnings

This is a time of beginnings. The season of Lent begins with Ash Wednesday. Our ministry together during this
interim period is a new beginning as well. This prayer, from Guerrillas of Grace by Ted Loder, speaks power-

Sully about all our beginnings.

Help Me to Believe in Beginnings

God of history and of my heart,
much has happened during these days:
I’ve known death and birth;
I've been brave and scared;
I’'ve hurt, I've helped;
I've been honest, I've lied;
I’'ve destroyed, I've created;
I've been with people, I've been lonely;
I've been loyal, I've betrayed;
I've decided, I've waffled;
I've laughed and I've cried.
You know my frail heart and my frayed history—
and now another day begins.

O God, help me to believe in beginnings
and my beginning again.

Help me to make beginnings:

to begin going out into fresh dreams,

daring to make my own bold tracks
in the land of now;

to begin forgiving
that I may experience mercy;

to begin questioning the unquestionable
that I may know truth;

to begin sacrificing
that I may accomplish justice;

Edee Chase Fenimore

to begin risking
that I may make peace;
to begin loving
that I may realize joy.

Help me to be a beginning for others,
to be a singer to the songless,
a storyteller to the aimless,
a befriender of the friendless;
to become a beginning of hope for the despairing,
of assurance for the doubting,
of reconciliation for the divided,;
to become a beginning of freedom for the oppressed,
of comfort for the sorrowing,
of friendship for the forgotten;
to become a beginning of beauty for the forlorn,
of sweetness for the soured,
of gentleness for the angry,
of wholeness for the broken,
of peace for the frightened and violent of the earth.

Help me to believe in beginnings,
to make a beginning,
to be a beginning,
so that I may not just grow old,
but grow new
each day of this wild, amazing life
you call me to live
with the passion of Jesus Christ.
Ted Loder
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Nourishment in the Wilderness

THIRD TUESDAYS AT FIRST

FOR THE PEACE OF THE WORLD: FEAR,
SECURITY, AND LOVE

The Rev. Barbara E. Davis
Tuesday, March 21 at 7:00 p.m.

During the season of Lent, we are challenged to engage in
self-reflection and meditation as we seek ways to turn our-
selves toward God. This March will mark the third anniver-
sary of the start of the war in Iraq, and regardless of our po-
litical viewpoints and opinions, this time will be an important
opportunity to consider the ways that fear, security, self-
interest, peace, and justice are part of the everyday world.
The National Council of Churches has recently published a
resource called For the Peace of the World: A Christian Curriculum
on International Relations; chapters from this curriculum will
be the focus of this installment of Third Tuesdays at First. If
you are longing for a more peaceful world, please consider
joining us for this first evening and week of programming to
energize your spirit and strengthen your faith. To RSVP for
supper at 7 p.m. please email education@fpcnyc.org.

ADULT CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

PARABLES IN JERUSALEM:

A LENTEN JOURNEY

The Rev. Barbara E. Davis
Sundays, March 5, 12, 19, 26 at 9:30 a.m.

ADULT CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

As Matthew’s Gospel unfolds, Jesus’ teaching eventually leads
him to Jerusalem, where after his entry on a donkey and be-
fore his crucifixion, Jesus does one of the things he does best:
he teaches. Along with a variety of sayings and long dis-
courses about the coming of the kingdom of God, Jesus also
teaches four long parables. This four-part series will examine
each of these parables, giving emphasis to how they provide
insight to the theology of Matthew’s gospel and the Lenten
themes of repentance, self-reflection, meditation, and prayer.

3/5 The Parable of the Vineyard Matthew 21:33-44

3/12  The Parable of the Wedding Banquet ~ Matthew 22:1-14
3/19 The Parable of the Ten Bridesmaids Matthew 25:1-13
3/26 The Parable of the Talents Matthew 25:14-30

First Kids Friday Night
Friday, March 17, 6 p.m — 8:00 p.m
Parent Discussion about the Creation Stories

Save the date: Friday, March 17,
6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m., for a special
First Kids evening for kids and par-
ents!

.......

............

Firet Presbyterian NYC kide

OGHS Bake Sale

On Sunday, March 5, during coffee
hour, the Church School will hold a
bake sale to raise money for the One
Great Hour of Sharing offering. Please
stop by the baked-goods table in the
parlor and help support this worthy
endeavor by our children and youth.

Families will gather for a delicious
group dinner sponsored by First Kids (a free will offering is
appreciated). After dinner the kids will organize a service
project for families rebuilding from Hurricane Katrina —
and pop some popcorn while they watch movies (older kids
and additional adults will be on hand to supervise).

Parents will join the Rev. Barbara Davis to discuss how to
talk with their children about the Bible and the Creation
stories. It will be a great evening of fellowship and discus-
sion, and please bring all your ‘hard’ questions about this
topic! (Note: this discussion is open to all parents in the
church, but no babysitting for younger children will be
provided.)

First Kids offers faith, fellowship, and service opportunities
for FPC kids and their parents throughout the church
school year. This program is for kindergarteners through
6th graders and allows families to share their faith through
community service and discussion — and food! This year,
First Kids will be focusing on the biblical principles of Micah
6:8 — “This is what the Lord requires: to act justly, love mercy
and walk humbly with our God.”

Please sign up in the lobby of the Mellin-Macnab Building
or RSVP by March 10th to families@fpcnyc.org or by call-
ing 212-675-6150. See you then!

Poetry for Peace
A Service of Poetry for Peace

Wednesday, March 22
12:00 Noon (Sanctuary) 6:00 p.m. (Chapel)*

*The 6 p.m. service will conclude
with the sacrament of communion.

Please join us for this brief service which will offer a variety
of readings, including biblical and contemporary poetry.

This annual service is organized by the Rev. Barbara
E. Davis, Minister of Education, in celebration of
World Poetry Day (March 21) and in remembrance
of the three-year anniversary of the start of the war
in Iraq (March 19).
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Music Notes

At the 11:00 a.m. Service on Sunday, March 5, the Children’s
Choirs, under the direction of Faye Timmer, and the Adult
Choir will sing at the Introit, “All That Has Life,” by Betty
Ann Ramseth. This introit will be sung antiphonally from
the balconies, and the newly acquired hand chimes will be
introduced for the first time in worship. The hand chimes,
which are similar to hand bells, are a wonderful addition to
the music program and will enhance many anthems that
require the sound of hand bells.

In March, Dr. Entriken will present recitals on two recently
installed organs in New York. On Sunday, March 5, at 3:00
p.m., Dr. Entriken will perform at St. Vincent Ferrer on Lex-
ington Avenue at 64th Street. The organ, built by the
Schantz Organ Company (2002), has a console that can be
moved to the crossing so that the audience has a full view of
the performer, which is unusual for organ concerts.

On Tuesday, March 14, at 12:30 p.m., Dr. Entriken will give
a recital on the Casavant Organ (2002) at Central Syna-
gogue, located on Lexington Avenue at 55th Street. In addi-
tion, he will give a Master Class at 10:30 a.m. that morning,
which is open to the public. All events are free.

On Sunday, April 30, at 4:00 p.m. the Choir, Soloists and
Orchestra of First Presbyterian will present in a Vesper Ser-
vice of Music, “Grand Mass in C Minor,” by Mozart.

DEACONS FOR THE MONTH

Ellie Garlow (718)237-5128
Gordon Douglas (212)219-8627

Let’'s Get Away—

To Holmes! The Membership & Fellowship Committee
is sponsoring an overnight/day trip to Holmes Camp, a beau-
tiful retreat facility on over 500 acres north of the City, near
Brewster, New York. You can go up either Friday night, April
28, or up and back on the same day, Saturday, April 29.

Those who choose to go on Friday will spend the nightin a
cozy hotel at Holmes, the Agape. We’ll have dinner, sit
around the fire, sing, and just relax. On Saturday morning,
early risers will take a hike around the premises. Those of us
who take the bus up on Saturday or drive our own cars will
arrive around 10 a.m. Together we’ll then be led in informal
devotions for about an hour, followed by boating on the lake
(weather permitting). We’ll enjoy a wonderful Holmes lunch,
and in the early afternoon, we’ll break up into small groups
to play various outdoor sports, hike the grounds, or do some
indoor sports like Bridge and reading! Around 4 p.m. we’ll
return to the City.

The cost for this outing is reasonable. For three meals
(d,b&l) and a hotel room, Holmes asks $150 for two people
in a room, $95 for one person. [Each room has a double bed,
a twin bed, and a rollaway, so the whole family could come!]
If you want to go up and back in the same day (Saturday),
our Membership/Fellowship committee has rented a bus. It
will leave from the front of the church at 9 a.m. on Saturday
morning. To defray costs, the Committee is asking bus riders
for a voluntary contribution of $10 per person (children un-
der 12 are free), and this includes lunch on Saturday! For
additional questions, please contact Dave Garlow at (718)
237-5128.

19 Going to Nicaragua

On March 25, the following 19 FPC members and friends
will leave for Nicaragua where they will stay until April 2.
Under the expert care of staff from Bridges to Community,
they will assist the local people in building concrete block,
hurricane-resistant houses to replace their present homes
made from scrap metal, wood, and plastic. The “gang of
19” is comprised of:

Sorrell Ann Alburger
Donald Crane

Oddrun Johansen Marrone
Susanna Park

Helen & Paul Doane Georgia & Dick Pease
Stephanie & Mark Griffith Rita Rochford

Denise Jackson Margaret Scott

Betty Jones Meghan & David Scott
Rich Korchak Gale & Henry Theofan

Art at First is a
new program )
designed for .

local artists to Art / 87
showcase their 3

work in the -

Great Hall of

the South Wing of First Presbyterian. The
next artist to be featured will be Elder Alli-
son Brawley. Allie’s photography exhibit,
themed “Signs of Spring,” will be on display
March 1-April 16. An artist’s reception will
be held Friday, March 10, from 6:00-9:00
p-m. in the Great Hall—the invitation is
open for all to attend.
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Sun

Mon Tue

PNC Forum for Congregation
Sunday, March 5, 1:15 p.m.

Morrow Room, South Wing

INQUIRERS’ CLASS
FOR THOSE INTERESTED IN MEMBERSHIP

Next class for those interested in membership will be held

on Saturday, March 11, 2006, 8:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.
New members will be welcomed into the church o
Sunday, March 19, 11 a.m.

9:30

First Sunday in Lent
Adult Bible Study (Rev. Davis)

6

9 to 5 Caring Community 9

7

9 to 5 Caring Community 9

10:00  Youth Breakfast and Dialogue 6:00 A.A. Groups
10:45  Child Care 12:30 First Press Conf. 7.00 Introduction to
11:00  Worship 9 Communion (Dr. Walton) John Calvin
Dr. Walton preaching 12:30 Kitchen Crew9p (Dr. Mitchell)
11:20  Church School and Children’s Choir Rehearsals 7:00  Healthy Teens Act
12:15  Coffee Hour9® OGHS Bake Sale Convocation at
12:30  Adult Education 1:15 APNC Forum 9:00  Homeless Shelter 9 Riverside Church
9:00 Homeless Shelter 9 9:00 Homeless Shelter
12 Second Sunday in Lent 13 14
9 to 5 Caring Community 9
9:30  Adult Education (Rev. Davis) 12:30 Confirmation . .
10:45  Child Care B Lunch with 905 Caring Community ¥ 6:00 AA. Groups
11:00  Worship 9 Min. f{)r Mission-OGHS Mentors 6:30 Personnel Comm.
Dr. Walton preaching 7:00 Introduction to
11:20  Church School Discovery Day (Lent) .
12:15 Coffee Hour 9 John Calvin
12:30  Adult Ed. (Dr. Hostetter) (Dr. Mitchell)
12:30  Knitting Circle Norwich Presentation 7:00 House Comm.
9:00 Homeless Shelter 9 9:00  Homeless Shelter 9 9:00 Homeless Shelter 9
19 T1hira Sunday in Lent 20 21
9:30  Adult Education (Rev. Davis) 9 to 5 Caring Community$ 9 to 5 Caring Community 9
10:45  Child Care
11:00  Worship® New Members Received Nursery School 6:00 AA Groups
Dr. Walton preaching Closed until April 3 7:00  Third Tuesday Supper
Grades 1 through 12 attend Worship and Program
12:30  Coffee Hour 9 (Rev. Davis)
12:30  Teachers’ Continuing Education Calendar Due
12:30  Pre-Baptism Meeting 9:00  Homeless Shelter 9
9:00 Homeless Shelter § 9:00 Homeless Shelter 99
26  Fourth Sunday in Lent 2 7 28
9:30 Adult Education (Rev. Davis) 9 to 5 Caring Community 9 9 to 5 Caring Community 9
10:45 Child Care 12:30 Adult Ed. (Dr. Hostetter)
11:00 Worship 9 Baptism 1:30 Literary Group 10:00  First Notes
Rev. Fenimore preaching Mailing Team 9
11:20  Church School and Children’s Choir Rehearsals
12:30 Coffee Hour9
12:30  GLBT Group (Rev. Davis)
9:00  Homeless Shelter 9
9:00 Homeless Shelter§ 9:00 Homeless Shelter 9




rian Church

MARCH

2006

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1 Ash Wednesday

2

3

4

8:00 APNC ) 9tob Caring Community® | 9 to 5 Caring Community 9 Youth Service Project
9:00  Caring Community 9 (off site)
10:30  Staff Meeting
12:00  Midday Prayers with 12:15  Al-Anon
Communion (Rev. Davis)
7:00 D.A. Group
7:00  Vespers with Communion
(Rev. Davis) 9:00  Homeless Shelter 9:00 Homeless Shelter 9
9:00  Homeless Shelter 9
8:00 APNC 9 to 5 Caring Community® | 9 to 5 Caring Community 9
9to5 Caring Community$ 8:30  Inquirers’ Class
10:30  Staff Meeting 11:00  Kitchen Crew® 9:00  Kitchen Crew9
12:00 Midday Prayers 12:15  Al-Anon
3:00 Kitchen Crew9 6:00 Reception for Art 12:00  Session Meeting
6:00 Vespers with Communion Show
6:30  Fellowship Supper 6:30  Nursery School 7:00  D.A. Group
Committees Meet Committee
9:00 Homeless Shelter 9 9:00 Homeless Shelter§® 9:00  Homeless Shelter 9
8:00  APNC 9 to 5 Caring Community 9 9 to 5 Caring Community 9
9 to 5 Caring Community 9
10:30  Staff Meeting
12:00 Midday Prayers 6:00 First Kids:
6:00  Vespers with Communion Friday Nights
6:30 Deacons/Trustees 6:30  Design and
6:30  Family Ministry Comm. Construction Comm. 7:00 D.A. Group 6:00  Youth Fellowship
9:00 Homeless Shelter 9 9:00 Homeless Shelter 9
9:00 Homeless Shelter9
8:00  APNC ) 9 to 5 Caring Community 9 9 to 5 Caring Community 9 Presbytery at
9to5 Caring Community 9 St. Albans, Queens
10:30  Staff Meeting ' ’
12:00  Midday Prayers
Poetry for Peace (Rev. Davis)
6:00  Vespers with Communion 7:00 D.A. Group
Poetry for Peace (Rev. Davis)
6:30  Session
9:00  Homeless Shelter9 9:00 Homeless Shelter§® 9:00  Homeless Shelter ¢
29 30 31 Apnl 1
8:00  APNC 9 to 5 Caring Community 9 ) )
9:00 Caring Community 9 9 to 5 Caring Community 9
10:30  Staff Meeting
12:00  Midday Prayers
6:00 Vespers Communion
9:00 Homeless Shelter 9
9:00 Homeless Shelter§ 9:00 Homeless Shelter 9
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Volunteer Opportunities

Welcome to the VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES CALENDAR, S IAYREADERS - Those interested in participating as lay readers

published monthly to let you know of events where you can help.

=

=

COFFEE HOUR HOSTING - Hosts, coffee pourers, and
greeters are needed for Coffee Hour after church. To
volunteer, call JOAN RYAN at (212) 765-2141.

USHERS FOR WORSHIP SERVICES —Volunteers are
needed to usher for Sunday morning services and special
services. To volunteer, call JOAN RYAN at (212) 765-
2141, or ELLIE GARLOW at (718) 237-5128.

FIRST NOTES —Volunteers are needed to help assemble
and label FIRST NOTES mailings. For the next mailing,
volunteers will meet at the church at 10:00 a.m. and
work until about 1:00 p.m., on TUESDAY, March 28.
Call PAULETTE GRIEFEN (212) 226-2531 to help.

BAILEY HOUSE - Volunteers are needed to prepare and
serve the evening meal to residents of Bailey House on
the 5th Sunday of the month . Call LIZ HUBBELL-
RIGGS to help (212) 247-0355. (Next date is April 30.)

are asked to call DENISE JACKSON at (212) 675-4366.

S CROSS BEARER - To explore the possibility of carrying
the processional cross at worship, please call PAT
PENICK at (212) 242-6916.

< HOMELESS SHELTER—Volunteers are needed. Call
BUFFY BARTON-DAVIS (212)254-4222 .

- ou can ne with these events,
9 INTHEKITCHEN -Ify help with th
please call JACKIE FIKE at (914) 793-4017.

Wednesday, March 8—Vespers Fellowship Supper

Sunday, March 5—12:30-3:30 p.m. Preparation
Wednesday, March 8—3:00-8:00 p.m. Prep. Serve,
Cleanup
Saturday, March 11—Inquirers’ Class
Friday, March 10—11:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m. Prep.
Saturday, March 11—9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. Prep,
Serve, Cleanup

In a world of despair, war and sorrow,
one woman offers hope...

A ONE-WOMAN SHOW

Based on the life and times of medieval
female mystic Julian of Norwich

Written by J. Janda and performed by
actress and clergywoman Linda Loving
Sunday, March 12, 2006 4:00 p.m.

The First Church Sanctuary

Tickets $20 $15 students/seniors

Tickets on sale after church beginning February 26
or at the door the day of the event.

For more information call (212)675-6150
Or visit www.fpcnyc.org/julian.html

Sex Education Forum

For the Sake of Our Children: a Convocation to Sup-
port Sex Education in New York State Schools

Tuesday, March 7, 7:00 to 9:00 p.m.
The Riverside Church

Members and friends of First Church are invited to join
Congregation Rodeph Sholom, the Mission and Social
Justice Commission of The Riverside Church in the City
of New York, Planned Parenthood of New York City, and
Get the Facts NY, at an exciting evening to support
school-based sex education in New York State. It takes
place at The Riverside Church, and First Presbyterian
Church is proud to be a co-sponsor of this event.

Join clergy and members of congregations from all over
New York City to hear Dr. Joycelyn Elders, former U.S.
Surgeon General, discuss the critical need for sex educa-
tion. Meet Shelby Knox, a young activist featured in a
PBS documentary, who challenged her church and her
community to provide real sex education in the city of
Lubbock, Texas.

Enter The Riverside Church on Riverside Drive, or 91 Clare-
mont Avenue halfway between 122 and 120 Streets. Claremont
is one block west of Broadway.
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One Great Hour of Sharing Offering

know well are urgent ones in our city and across the
country.

It’s Lent again. Time for us to participate in One Great
Hour of Sharing. In the next few weeks you will see the en-
velopes for this offering placed in the pews
and you may wonder, “ What does this
mean?”

I will never forget the pictures of the Katrina
victims stranded on the rooftops of their
homes last summer or the villagers in Paki-
stan shivering in the frigid cold after the
earthquake shook their region last fall. Each
year brings us new challenges as Christians.
Each year our gifts for One Great Hour of
Sharing help rebuild societies over the long
term in ways that may not make headlines,
but that fill in the gaps left by other relief
efforts. As you prepare your gift this Lenten
season, remember Christ’s words in Matthew
25: As you helped the most vulnerable of my
brothers and sisters, you were helping me.

One Great Hour of Sharing began in 1949
after World War II, an effort to begin to re-
pair the devastation wrought by that war.
Now, 55 years later, we are still dealing with
devastation both in our country and abroad.
As Christians we are called to reach out, and
our donations are one way to do this.

Our gifts go in three directions. Three pro-
grams—Self-Development of People, Presby-
terian Disaster Assistance, and the Presbyterian Hunger Pro-
gram—each get 32% of this offering. The remaining 4%
goes to the Hunger Program for its work on homelessness
and affordable housing, both needs that we New Yorkers

Nadine Stewart, Chair
Church & Society Committee

Committee Meeting Night Dinner: On monthly Wednesday committee meeting nights, a delicious meal is
served in the South Wing. This month, join us on March 8 for a delightful culinary treat. Arrive early for ves-
pers at 6:00 p.m., stay for committee meetings at 7:00, or just join us for dinner at 6:30 p.m. Good food, friends,

and fellowship guaranteed! Suggested free-will offering: $5. All are welcome.

New Picture Directory

The Membership/Fellowship Committee is organizing a new
pictorial directory of our church families. Portrait sittings will
take place the last week in April and the first week in May.
PCA, Inc. produces high-quality color portraits, a profession-
ally printed directory, and provides each participating family
(defined as one or more persons) with a complimentary por-
trait and a free Church Family Album.

Your photographs are taken digitally, and you review them
instantly to make your selections. You can then order as
many poses as you wish or none at all—you will still be in the
Directory and still get your free portrait. If you do choose to
buy a portrait package, know they are priced 40%-60% lower
than any other source.

All we need to make our directory a success is you! Whether
you are a single, couple, or family with children, please help
by having your sitting for the Church Family Album. Such a
directory will help each of us place names with faces and
deepen the connections and fellowship of our First Church
family. The more members photographed, the more connec-
tions made. Our goal is 100% participation! Sign-ups begin
on Sunday, March 12, after worship. See you there.

Once and Future Fair

There is news of the Fair that was and news of the Fair
that will be (Annual Tartan Fair, that is). Space is still
available at two events auctioned in the 05 Fair: On Sat-
urday, June 3, Robin Key, who designed the gardens, will
give us a tour of the Gardens of First Church, followed by
a scrumptious tea outdoors, weather permitting. Tour &
Tea for $25 from 2-4 p.m. on June 3. Then on Friday
evening, July 7, Margaret Scott will have another of her
fabulous picnics in her backyard at 441 W. 24™ St. There
are only 10 places left @ $25. To join either, please con-
tact Sanford Goin at (212)222-7186 or email him at san-
fordgoin@usa.net.

Now about the Fair that will be this coming December 1,
2 & 3: we need someone or someoneS to take charge of
our White Elephant donations, sort and price them as
they come in through these next eight months. Want to
co-chair or be part of a trio to do this? The more the
merrier! We also are looking for a PR person to help us
advertise the Fair and increase our attendance that week-
end. It’s the best church fair in the City, and we need to
let more people in on the secret! Can you help us do
that? Ifyes to either “Want Ad,” contact Joan Ryan at
(212)765-2141 or joanlryan@aol.com.




A Month of Sundays

Worshup This Monih at First Presbyterian

AsH WEDNESDAY, MARCH 1
Midday Prayers 12:00 noon
Evening Vesper Service  7:00 p.m.

Scripture: Isaiah 58:1-12 2 Corinthians 5:20b-6:10

Sermon: The Rev. Barbara E. Davis preaching on
“The Impasse of Breath and Dust”

Sacrament: Communion

SUNDAY, MARCH 5
First Sunday in Lent

Sermon: Dr. Jon M. Walton preaching

Sacrament: Communion

Music: Et incarnates est, from Mass in E-flat,
Schubert

O Blessed Jesus, Ingegneri
SUNDAY, MARCH 12
Second Sunday in Lent
Sermon: Dr. Jon M. Walton preaching

Music: Crucifixus, Lotti
Organ Prelude: O Lamm Gottes, Bach

SUNDAY, MARCH 19
Third Sunday in Lent

Sermon: Dr. Jon M. Walton Preaching

Music: Ave Verum, Byrd
Deep River, spiritual, arr. Nancy Wertsch

SUNDAY, MARCH 26
Fourth Sunday in Lent

Sermon: The Rev. Fenimore preaching
Sacrament: Baptisms
Music: Sing My Soul His Wondrous Love, Rorem

God So Loved the World, Stainer

DEADLINE FOR APRIL
First Notes 1S MARCH 20.
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